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iately been done in France, But he would hold 
ihe editor of a public press to his responsibility, 
snd he would not allow him to come before a 
committee of this House and assert that he will 
pot be subject to the rules by which others are 
pound. He did not feel disposed to extend such 
rivilege to one who had indulged, for forty years, 
in every variety of assault upon every character || 
whose noble purity and oprightness was a living |) 
example of rebuke to his own indecencies of lan- || 
guages and who had become, by a long course of || 
wandal and abuse, insensible to every feeling of 
propriety. yi baterg ; 

ip the discussion of this privilege, he did not 
want to hear a parcel of jargon about the liberty 
ofthe press. We all respect the liberty of the press. 
But the gentleman from New Hampshire had 
failed to produce any plain principle of law why | 
Thomas Ritchie should be excused from replying 
to the questions of the select committee. If, how- 
ever, the House should determine that we have 
ursued thisinvestigation far enough, as the chair- 
man of the select committee seema to suggest, he 
had no objection now. to let the business drop. 
But, in doing so, he would effter his protest against 
permitting any one who was not within one of the 
three categories to refuse answering questions pro- 
posed by the committee. He would solemnly pro- 
test against the granting such privilege. He ought 
pot to be excused more than ordinary individuals 
who are called to testify in courts of law. 

He begged pardon of the House for having con- 
sumed so much time in. these remarks. e_re- | 
ealed, that he had been assailed without cause by 
Mr. Ritchie, and that it was under this provoca- | 
tion that he had felt himself impelled to trespass || 
so long on the House, when he particularly re- 
ferred to that individual. It. was principle with 
him never wantonly to assail any one; but when- 
ever he was assailed, his motto was ‘* nemo me | 
impune lacessit.”” He would never assail others. 
He would never permit others to assail him and 
go forth scathless. 

Mr. FITCH obtained the floor, but yielded to 

Mr. STANLY, who sent to the Clerk’s table the | 
Samine resolution, which, he said, he desired to 
offer: 


Whereas the Select Committee of this House, acting 
by the authority of the House, under a resolution of the 6th 


| 


May last, has reported that Thomas Ritchie and Charles P. || 


Sengstack have peremptorily refused to give evidence in 
obedience to a summons duly issued by said committee: 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Speaker of this House issue his war- 
rant, directed to the Sergeant-at-arms, to take into custody 
the persons of said Ritchie and Sengstack, that they may be 
brought to the bar of the House to answer for an alleged 
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The SPEAKER stated that the Journal would 
be corrected, there being no objection. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 


lowing message from the President of the United 
States, viz: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

It has been suggested that the language of the 
first paragraph of my message to the two Houses of 
Congress of the 6th instant, may convey the idea 
that Governor Bell’s letter to my predecessor was 
received by him before his death. 

It was addressed to him, but appears, in point 
of fact, to have heen sent to me from the Post Of- 
fice after his death. I make this communication 
to accompany the message and prevent misappre- 
hension. . MILLARD FILLMORE, 

WAsHINGTON, August 8, 1850. 


On motion, it was ordered that the said measage 
be laid upon the table, and be printed. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
sundry Executive communications, viz: 

[. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House of the 15ch instant, a copy of the report, 
survey, plans, and estimates of the Topographical 
Engineers, for the improvement of the harbor of 
Ozankee, in the State of Wisconsin. 


sage and accompanying documents were referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

If. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
the House of the 9ih instant, copies of all the 
correspondence in his department relative to the 
visit of the United States ship Preble to the port 
of Nagaski, for the purpose of demanding sixteen 
American seamen held in prison by the authorities 
of Japan. 

On motion by Mr. GRINNELL, the sai com- 
munication and accompanying documents were 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

The bill of the Senate entitled an ** Act to provide 
for the printing of the annual report upon com- 
merce and navigation,’’ which had passed the 
House with sundry amendments, to some of which 


others with amendment, and to others disagreed, 
was, ; 

On the motion of Mr. WENTWORTH (which 
motion was opposed by Mr. Grinwet) referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 





contempt of this House, and that they be allowed counsel, on 
that occasion, should they desire it. , 

The resolution having been rend— 

The SPEAKER ‘said: ‘The Chair has raled, 
and has felt compelled to do so, that a member 
cannot offer a resolution, or make a motion, un- 
less he is entitled to the floor; and the floor can- 





not be yielded to him for that purpose excent by 
unanimous consent. The motion would os in 
order if the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. 
Sravty] was entitled to the floor; and if there is 
no objection, the resolution will be considered as 
being before the House for its consideration. 

Mr. STRONG. I believe the morning hour 
has expired. I move.that the House proceed to 
a onnideration of business on the Speaker's 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr, FITCH, (to the Speaker.) Is not this a 
question of privilege which overrides the motion of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania? (Mr. Srrone.} 

e SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 


Mr Srxotia, and decided in the affirmative. 
e 
business 


Pee prctented to the consideration of || king out the fifth, sixth, and seven 


the books and documents heretofore supplied by 


Congress, and which were destroyed by the recent 


burning the State Capitol of said State, were read 
and agreed to. 
SUPPLEMENTARY CENSUS BILL, 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on Conference on the part of the 
House upon the suppiementary Census bill made 


the following report, viz: 


The conferees appointed on the disagreement between 


On motion by Mr. WENTWORTH, the mes- | 
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New Mexico, to such time asin his discretion may be deemed 
advisable.”’ 





the two Houses on the amendments made by the House of 


Reprezentatives to the bill entitled “* An act supplementary 

for the taking of the 
the United States, and 
to ixthe number of members of the House of Representa- 


to the act entitled ‘ Anaet provi 
sevinth and subsequent censuses 





the Senate had agreed without amendment, to | 


| previous 





gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 


The report having been read— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved the 

question on agreeing to the report. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I desire to inquire of the 
Puéurcen,) 


) whether this bill does not extend the time for 
| taking the census? 


Mr. THOMPSON. Yes; it extends it until 


| the first of January. 


| 


| seconded. 


The demand for the previous question was then 
The main question was ordered; and 


having been taken, the report was agreed to. 


Mr. THOMPSON moved a reconsideration of 


the vote, and that that motion be laid upon the 


table. 


Ordered accordingly. 
TERRITORY OF UTAH. 
The bill from the Senate, entitled ** An act to 


establish the territorial government of Utah,” com- 
| ing up on its first and second reading— 


It was read twice by its title. 
Mr. BOYD moved that the bill be referred to 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


Mr. SCHENCK. And be printed. 
The question was taken, and decided in the 


| affirmative, without a division. 


So the bill was referred to the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, and was ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. CLINGMAN, (to the Speaker.) Ifa mo- 


|| tion should be made to reconsider the vote just 


taken, and should be agreed to, would the bill be 


|| brought before the House for its action? 
relieve the House from the necessit 
| the bill to the Committee of the 


Will it 
of referring 
Vhole on the 


state of the Union? 





The amendments of the Senate to the resolu- |! 
tions of the House instructing the Secretary of 
State to furnish the State of Alabama duplicates of 









| 


| 
' 


tiv:s, and to provide for their future apportionment among || 


the several States,’ have agreed upon the following re- 
; and recommend its adoption to their respective 


ouses : 

lst. That the amendment of the House to the second sec- 
tion of the bili be agreed to, with the following amendment || 
. to the same section: Strike out the word ‘left’? in the || 
€ question was then taken on the motion of ‘fourth line, and insert in lieu thereof the words “ removed 


2d. That the third section of oe Sie ha mendes by we 


Pot,as propose 

on the ker’s table. by the House, and by —— in liew thereof the following: 

Mr. HARLAN stated that his name was not Se eee cama ee eae ean 

recorded on the Journal of yesterday on the ‘tion of the act to viet thie a = aie < 

Bonet for the erection of a custom-house at || 3d. That the additional waht asanamendment 

5 Maing. He voted in the negative on that by the House be agreed to with following amendment 
Secasion; and desired that the Journal be so cor- || *4d°4: That the said. ceed os 

—— e2 ie eomiatos the census in ; “Utah, and 
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| 


| Crowell, 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. The 


bill contains an appropriation, and must therefore 
| be 


i] 


committed. 


Mr. SWEETSER, (to the Speaker.) Is it in 


order to move that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, for the purpose of taking up this bill? 


The SPEAKER. The motion to go into Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union is 
in order. 


The House, after resolving itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the-siate of the 
Union, must determine what business it will take 
up. Itis not in order to move to go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
for the purpose of taking up @ particular bill, 

Mr. SWEETSER. | move that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on ioe 
state of the Union. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
ayes 53, noes 90. a 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. 1 ask the 
yeas and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 


| ative—yeas 61, noes 140; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Anderson, Ashe, Aver- 
ett, Bay, Bayly, Bowdon, Bowie, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, 
Bart, Clingman, W. R, W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Disney, 
Edmundson, Eliot Featherston, Freedley, Green, Hamii- 
ton, Hammond, Haralson, Sampson W. Harris, Haymond, 
Hoagland, Holmes, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, R. 
W. Johnson, La Sére, Leffler, Mason, McDowell, Robert 
M. MeLane, McQueen, MeWihie, Meade, Millson, Morse, 
Orr, Owen, Parker, Powell, Robbins, Ross, Savage, Seddon, 
Frederick P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Sweetser, Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson. Van Dyke, Venable, Wallace, Weliborn, 
and’ Woodward—61. 

NAYS—Mesasis. Alexander, Alston, Ashmun, Baker, 
Beale, Renaet?, Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Boyd, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, William J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, 


| Chester Builer, Thomas B, Butler, E. C, Cabell, Joseph 


Cable, Geo A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, 
Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Corwin, 
Deberry, Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, Duer, Duncan, 
Durkee, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewing, 

owler Fuller, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Gort, Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hampton, Harlan, 
Isham G. Harris, Hay, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, 
Houston, Howard, Howe, Hunter, W. T. Jackson, A. dohn- 
son,.1. L. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kerr, G. G. King, J. G. 
King, John A. King, P. King, Littlefield, Horace Mann, 
Job Mann, Marshall, Matteson, MeClernand, McDonald, 
McGaughey, McKissock, McLanahan, Fivis E. MeLean, 
Meacham, Moore, Morris, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogie, 
Olds, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Peaslee, Phelps, Pitman, Potter, 


Dur 
Pitch 






















Putnam, Reynolds, Richardson 
Rose, Rumsey, Sackett Sawiell 
Schoolcraft, Silvester, Bpauiding, Sprague, oh Strong, 


Robinson, Rockwell, Root, 
e, Sctienck, Schermerhorn, | 





Taylor, James Thompson, John B. Thompson, Thurman, || 
‘Toombs, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Wat- | 
kins, Wentworth, White, Whittesey, Wildrick, Williams, || 
Wilaot, Wilson, Wood, and Young—140. 1 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for the 
relief of Lewis A. Thomas and Thomas Rogers,”’ 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 





GRANTS OF LAND IN ARKANSAS. 
The next bill was a bill in relation to donations || 
of \and to certain persons in the State of Arkansas, 
which was twice read by its title. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, called for the 
reading of the bill. 
The bill was read through. | 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said: This bill | 
provides for the location of claims which have been | 
m existence for many years, and most of which || 
have been located; those which are not now lo- || 
cated, and cannot be in consequence of the limita- | 
tion having expired; all claims which belong to 
minor heirs, and claims which, having been loca- 
ted, had become the subject of dispute and had at | 
a subsequent period been rejected from the par- | 
ticular location. The bill was one which had |) 
passed the House at the Jast Congress (according || 
to his present recollection) and had failed in the || 
Senate for want of time. It had now passed the | 
Senate, and, unless it was forthwith passed here, || 
it would again fail for want of time. It was a just 
bill, and he moved that it be put upon its passage. || 
The question being taken— 
The bill was read a third-time and passed. 
OCRACOKE. 
The next bill from the Senate was the bill en- | 
titled **An act to amend the act entitled, ‘An act to | 
amend, in the cases therein mentioned, the act to 
regulate the duties on imports and tonnage;’”’ 
which was read a first and second time by its title. 
Mr. GRINNELL, said the bill merely transferred 
one collection district in North Carolina to an- 





} 


other district for the accommodation of those inter- || 


ested. There could be no objection, and he asked | 
that the bill be put upon its passage. 
Mr. HALL asked that the bill be reported. 
The bill was read. 
And the question being taken, the bill was passed. | 
TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO. 
The bill next taken up was the bill from the 


Senate, entitled “ An act (No. 307) proposing to || 
the State of Texas the establishment of her north- | 


ern and western boundaries, the relinquishment by | 
the said State of all territory claimed by her exte- | 
rior to said boundary, and of all her claims upon | 
the United States.’’ The bill is as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- | 
atives of the United States of America in Congress | 
assembled, That the following propositions shall 
be, and the same hereby are, offered to the State | 
of Texas, which, when agreed to by the said State, | 
in an act passed by the General Assembly, shall 
be binding and obligatory upon the United States, 
and upon the said State of Texas: Provided, The | 
said agreement by the said General Assembly shall | 
be given on or before the firat day of December, | 
eighteen hundred and fifty. 

First. The State of Texas will agree that her 
boundary on the north shall commence at the 
point at which the meridian of one hundred de- 
grees weat from Greenwich is intersected by the | 
parallel of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north | 
jatitude, and shall run from said point due west to | 
the meridian of one hundred and three degrees 
west from Greenwich; thence her boundary shall 
run due south tothe thirty-second degree of north 
latitude; thence on the said parallel of thirty-two | 
degrees of north latitude to the Rio Bravo del 


Norte, and thence with the channel of said river 
to the Gulf ef Mexico. 

Second. The State of Texas cedes to the United 
States all her claim to territory exterior to the 
jienits and boundaries which she agrees to estab- 
lish by the first article of this nt. 

' Third. ‘The State of Texas relinquishes all claim 
upon the United States for liability of the debts of 
Texas, and for tion or indemnity for the 
surrender to the United States of her ships, forte, 
arsenals, custom-houses, custom-house revenue, 
arms and munitions of war, and public buildings 


| be prescribed by the Secretary of the 
|| and approved by the President of the United 
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with their sites, which became the property of the 
United States at the time of the annexation. 
Fourth. The United States, in consideration of 
said establishment of boundaries, cession of claim 
to territory, and relinquishment of claims, will- 
pay to the Stateof Texas the sum of ten millions 
of dollars,in a stock bearing five per cent. interest, 
and redeemable at the end of fourteen years, the 


| interest payable half-yearly at the Treasury of the 

| United States. 

| Fifth. Immediately after the President of the 

| United States shall have been furnished with an 

| authentic copy of the act of the General von 4 
l 


of Texas accepting these propositions, he sha 

cause the stock to be issued in favor of the State 
of Texas, as provided for in the fourth article of 
this agreement: Provided also, That no more than 


| five millions of said stock shall be issued until the 


creditors of the State holding bonds and other cer- 
tificates of stock of Texas for which duties on 
imports were specially pledged, shall first file at 
the Treasury of the United States releases of all 


| claim against the United States for or on account 


as shall 
reasury 


of said bonds or certificates in such for 


States: Provided, That nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to impair or qualify anything 
contained in the third article of the second section 
of the ‘joint resolution for annexing Texas to the 
United States,’’ approved March first, eighteen 
hundred and forty-five, either as regards the num- 
ber of States that may hereafter be formed out of 
the State of Texas, or otherwise, 


| The bid was read the first time by its title; 


And the Clerk was proceeding to read it the 
second time; when 
. Mr. INGE rose to a question of order. He 
asked that the bill be subjected to the test prescribed 
by the 116th rule. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman refer to 
| the rule which requires that if after the first read- 
| ing opposition be made, the question shall be 


|| Shall this bill be rejected ?” 


| Mr. INGE replied in the affirmative. 
Norse.—The rule referred to is as follows: 
| The first reading of a bill shall be for information, and 


'| if opposition be made to it, the question shall be, * Shall 


| this bill be rejected 2? [fno opposition be made, or if the 
| question to reject be negatived, the bill shall go to its second 
| reading without a question,”’ 

The question will be then, Shall this bill be re- 
jected? 

Mr. McCLERNAND. [ask the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HILLIARD inquired if this was a_privi- 
| leged motion, which, like the motion to lay on the 

table, cut off debate? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 

that the motion is debatable. 
Mr. HILLIARD obtained the floor, and ad- 
dressed the House for nearly an hour. He main- 
| tained the right of Texas to the boundary of the 
| Rio Grande from its mouth to its source; but as 

other gentlemen differed with him; as it was a 
| matter of dispute, and as the Representatives of 
| Texas (in the Senate) had consented to take the 
| line proposed by this bill, in consideration of the 
| payment of ten millions, he declared his intention 
| to support this measure of peace and settlement, 
/on the condition, that the proviso should not be 
| applied to the territory taken from Texas, or to 
| the other territory of the United States. He 

urged the necessity of a speedy settlement of all 
| the disturbing questions between the different sec- 
| tions, in a spirit of harmony, and of equal justice 
| to all, and declared his unwavering attachment to 
| the Union, administered upon these principles. 
| [See Appendix for the speech.} 
| Mr. McCLERNAND. The gentleman from 
| Alabama, (Mr. Inee,] accompanied his motion 
with a statement of the object he had in making 
| it. It was, as I understood, to test the sense of 
the House upon the bill, whether it was likely to 
pass, or whether it was in the power of those who 
were opposed to it, to reject it at once. 

Mr. INGE interposed and explained. It was 
impossible (in the great confusion which prevailed) 
to hear what he said; but he was understood to 
disclaim having expressed that opinion, and to 
say that his remark was, that he wished the ques- 
tion put under the rule. 

Mr. McCLERNAND proceeded. ‘The gentle- 
man has qualified his remark. I understood him 








Aug. 28 

——— 
to mean by the word * test,” that ly 
test the strength of the bill by a ae ie » 
his object, 1 am prepared to meet him. Pe 
have a vote, for it is only by taking a vote us 
wecan test the sense of the House, { > thay 
posed to debate at this time, because it can len ad 
no practical results. [tis out of order to Moy ° 
amendment. The bill cannot be amended | ” an 
present state of things; so that whatever debat Be 
may now have, will probably be repeated ie 
more advanced stage of the proceedings. ‘,..." 
fore, to save time, and to put off debate cet 
can be directed to some practical purpose" 

Mr. WOODWARD interposed, and desired ,, 
gentleman from Illinois {Mr. McCrerwanp] to a 
low him to Te word in explanation, P 

Mr. McCLERNAND yielded the floor. 

Mr. WOODWARD made two or three . 
marks, the purport of which being general, 
guessed at, (from the few words that reached the 
reporter’s caz,) was, that he had understoo, es 
propesition of the gentleman from Alabama tM. 
Ince] to be, to test the sense of the Hous 
whether the boundary of the Rio Grande gho,)j 
be made a debatable question. He (Mr. W,) 
was unwilling to make a question where he ¢o,, 
ceded that the United States had no right honor. 
ably to make it. This was his understanding of 
the import of the remark of the gentleman {rom 
Alabama. 

Mr. McCLERNAND resumed the floor. 

Mr. INGE appealed to him to yield for a fey 
moments. Dy ata 

Mr. McCLERNAND again yielded the floor. 

Mr. INGE then made a few remarks, of which 
the purport seems to have been (for it was in. 
possible to hear with anything like certainty) tha 
the object which he had in view appeared to hare 
been misunderstood. Gentlemen concurring jn 
his view of the matter did not conceive that ther 
was any open question in relation to the Texay 
boundary. The arguments made here seemed 
proceed upon the supposition that there was q 
question which was to be settled by one of the 
departments of the Government—either exeey. 
tive or judicial, Some gentlemen thought that the 
Executive ought to settle it. Those who sus. 
tained the views of the late message were neces. 
sarily placed in this position. He held that there 
was no open question involved—that there was 
no question for any department of the Government 
to settle. The western boundary of Texas— 

Mr. VAN DYKE interposed, and made the 
point of order, that the gentleman was making 
general remarks, not in explanation. 


Mr. McCLERNAND hoped (he said) the: | 


the gentleman from Alabama {Mr. Ince) would 
confine himself to an explanation. 

The SPEAKER said, if the objection was per- 
sisted in, the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Inez} 
could not proceed. 

Mr. INGE took his seat. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, (resuming.) 1 was about 
to say, that the debate should take place on the 
third reading of the bill, when amendments ca 
be offered—— 

Mr. SEDDON interposed, and was understood 
to request Mr. McCernanp to yield the floor, to 
allow him (Mr. S ) to request the gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Inge] to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. If do not yield the floor. 

Mr. INGE made a remark not heard. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, (keeping the floor, ani 
resuming.) [ move the previous question, and 
on that motion I stand, 

Mr. RUMSEY inquired of the Speaker, to whet 
extent the previous question would operate? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question, if 
sustained, and if the main question should be or- 
dered, exhausts itself eee the question, ‘* Shall 
the bill be rejected ?”” And if that question is decid 
in the affirmative, the bill is of course rejected; ! 
in the negative, the bill goes without a question 
a second reading; after the seacond reading, it w'!! 
be in the eee as it would have been! 
this question had not been made at all ? 

r. INGE. Will the Rene state what the 
precise question before the House is? 

The KER. The question is, “Shall the 
bill be rejected ?”” 

_ Mr. INGE was understood to remark, that he 


tag apaibaened 


the rule of the House. 






ha ood that question to have bees 
‘Brdaght bp by any motion to that effect, but unde! 
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the bill be rejected ?”” havi 


eh 
ae 

The SPEAKER. The first reading of a bill is 

information. If objection is made, then the 

veation is pur to the House ‘* Shall the bill be re- 
wed?” The gentleman from Alabama, {Mr. 
fr | after the first. reading of the bill, and when 
yas avout, to pass to its second reading, raised 
question now before the House by interposing || 
ovjection, and asking that the question be pro- 
P ned to the House under the 116th rule, ‘Shall 
ipe bill be rejected 7”° vis inh 

Mr. HARALSON was understood to inquire || 
of the Speaker whether the gentleman from Ala- | 
bema (Mr. Ince} could not withdraw his objection? 

The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks the gentle- 
pan cannot NOW withdraw. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, (to the Speaker.) If the 
gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Ince,] who is the 
oaly gentleman now objecting to the second read- || 

; of the bill, should withdraw his objection, || 
and noother member should renew it, cannot the 
pill, by unanimous consent, be put upon its second 
€ ing? 
ie SPEAKER. There is no doubt that by 
snanimous consent the gentleman from Alabama 
cn withdraw his objection, and the question would 
then at once be on the second reading of the bill, 
Mr. BISSELL objected. | 

| 
| 





| 





Mr. JONES, (to the Speaker.) I submit the 
question to the Chair, whether the 116th rule ap- | 
plies to Senate bills? And I call the attention of the 
Chair to the third clause of the 27th rule, which 
prescribes the mode in which Senaie bills shall be || 

isposed af. 

a SPEAKER. The Chair has examined 
The 116th rule is broad 
enough, and, in the opinion of the Chair, that rule 


both rules with care, 





does apply to Senate bills. 

The demand for the previous question was then 
sconded. ‘The main question (‘* Shall the bill 
be rejected ?”’) was ordered to be now taken, 
and the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. POTTER asked to be excused from voting. | 

The SPEAKER stated the question. 

Mr. POTTER desired briefly to assign his 
reasons for the motion. 

The SPEAKER. The rule 
expressly prohibits it. 

Mr, JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked the yeas 
and nays on the motion to excuse the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Porrer.] | 

Mr. POVTER (not desiring, he said, to take | 
up thetime of the House) withdrew the motion. 

The question, ‘* Shall the bill be rejected ?”’ was 
then taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 36, 
nays 168, as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Averett, A. G. Brown, Burt, Joseph Ca- 
ble, Campbetl, Clarke, Coleock, Cole, Doty, Durkee, Gid- | 
dings, Hammond, 8. W. Harris, Hebard, Howe, Habbard, 
Hunter, Inge, Robert W. Johnson, Julian, Preston King, 
Matteson, McQueen, Meade, Orr, Powell, Root, Sackett, 
Schoolcraft, Seddon, Spaulding, Wallace, Wilmot, and 
Woodward—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Alston, 
Anderson, Ashe, Ashmun, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, 
Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, B . 
Brookx, W. J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, Chester Butier, T. 
B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. Caldwell, 
Calvin, Cartier, Casey, Chandler, Clingman, W. R. W 
Cobb, Corwin, Crowell, Debkerry, Dimmick, Disney, Dixon, 
Duer, Duncan, Edmundson, Etiot, Alexander Evaus, Na- 
wan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, 
Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Gott, Gould, Green, 
Granell, Hall, Halloway, Hamilton, Hampton, Haralson, 
Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hibbard, 
Hihard, Hoagland, Houston, Howard, J. W. Jackson, W. 
I, Jackson, Andrew Jolnson, James L. Johnson, Jones, 
Kaufman, Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, John A. 
King, La S8re, Leffler, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, 
Marstall, Maxon, McClernand, McDonald, Mc Dowell, Me- 
Gwuyhey, McKissock, MeLanahan, Robert M. McLane, 
Pais E. McLean, McMuilen, MeWillie, Meacham, Mill- 
son, Moore, Morehead, Morris, Morse, Morton, Nelson, 
Newell, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Peasiee, 
Peck, Phelps, Phenix, Pitman, Power, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Robbins, Robinson, Rockwell, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Sav- 
age, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Shepperd, Silves- 
ter, Sprague, re F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanion, Stetson, 
Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James 
Thompson, John B. "Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, 
Underhitl, Van Dyke, Venable, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, 
Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Wil- 
drick, Williams, Wilson, Wood, and Young—168. 


So the House refused to reject the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The second reading of a 
Senate bill. 

Mr, THOMPSON. Does that take place aaa 
Matter of course? 

The SPEAKER stated that the question, “Shall 
, been decided in the 
negative, the rule required that the bill should go 

question. 


It is not in order. 


. 
a 


0 ite second reading without a 





The bill was then read a second time by its tile. 
And the question being onthe third reading— 
Mr. BOYD. With the hope of seeing this bill 
acted u 





amendment: 
Be it further enacted, &c., That all that portion | 


of the territory of the United States bounded as 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


follows: beginning at a point in the Colorado river 


where the boundary line with the Republic of 
Mexico crosses the same; thence eastwardly with 
the said boundary line to the Rio Grande; thence, 
following the main channel of said river, to the 
parallel of the 32d degree of north latitude; thence 
east with said degree to its intersection with the 


| 103d degree of longitude west of Greenwich; thence 
| north with said degree of longitude to the parallel 


of 38th degree of north latitude; thence west with 
said parallel to the summit of the Sierra Madre; 
thence south with the crest of said mountains to 
the 37th parallel of north latitude; thence west 
with said 
ary line of the State of California; thence with said 
boundary line to the place of beginning—be, and 
the same is hereby, erected into a temporary gov- 
ernment, by the name of the Territory’of New 
Mexico: Provided, That nothing in this act con- 
tained shall be construed to inhibit the Govern- 


Territory into two or more Territories, in such 
manner and at such times as Congress shal! deem 
convenient and proper, or from attaching any por- 
tion thereof to any other Territory or State: And 


| provided, further, That, when admitted as a State, 


the said Territory, or any portion of the same, 
shall be received into the Union with or without 
slavery, as their constitution may prescribe at the 
time of their admission, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the ex- 


ecutive power and authority in and over the said | 


Territory <f New Mexico, shall be vested in a 
governor, who shall hold his office for four years, 


}and until his successor shall be appointed and 
qualified, unless sooner removed by the President || 


of the United States. The governor shall reside 
within said Territory, shall be commander-in- 
chief of the militia thereof, shall perform the du- 


ties and receive the emoluments of superintendent | 


of Indian affairs, and shall approve of all laws 
passed by 
shall take effect; he may grant pardons for offences 
against the laws of said Territory, and reprieves 
for offences against the laws of the United States, 
until the decision of the President can be made 
known thereon; he shall commission all officers 
who shall be appointed to office under the laws 
of the said Territory, and shall take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there | 


shall be a secretary of said Territory, who shall 
reside therein, and hold his office for four years, 
unless sooner removed by the President of the 
United States; he shall record and preserve all 
the laws and proceedings of the legislative as- 
sembly hereinafter constituted, and all the acts 
and proceedings of the governor in his executive 
department; he shall transmit one copy of the 
laws, and one copy of the executive proceedings, 
on or before the first day of December in each 
year, to the President of the United States, and, 
at the same time, two copies of the lawa to the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and the 


President of the Senate, for the use of Congress. || 





arallel to its intersection with the bound- | 


the legislative assembly before they | 
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practicable, among the several counties or districts, 
for the election of the council and house of repre- 


' : | sentatives, giving to each section of the Territory 
n, without reference to any committee || representation in the ratio of its population, Indians 
| and without delay, I propose todffer the following || excepted, as nearly as may be. And the members 


of the council and of the house of representatives 
shall reside in, and be inhabitants of, the district 
for which they may be elected respectively. Pre- 
vious to the first election, the governor shall cause 
| @ census or enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
several counties and districts of the Territory to 
be taken, and the first election shall be held at 
such time and places, and be conducted in such 
| manner as the governor shall appoint and direct; 
and he shall, at the same time, declare the number 
of members of the council and house of repre- 
sentatives to which each of the counties or dis- 
tricts shall be entitled under this act. The num- 
| ber of persons authorized to be elected having the 
| highest number of votes in each of said council 
| districts for members of the council shall be de- 
clared by the governor to be duly elected to the 
| council; and the person or persons authorized to 





|| be elected having the greatest number of votes for 
|| the house of representatives, equal to the number 


| to which each county or district shall be entitled, 
| shall be declared by the governor to be duly 


|| elected members of the house of representatives: 
ment of the United States from dividing said 


Provided, That incase of a tie between two or 
more persons voted for, the governor shall order a 
new election to supply the vacancy made by such 
| tie. And the persons thus elected to the legisla- 
| tive assembly shall meet at such place and on euch 


|| day as the governor shall appoint; but thereafter 


| the time, place, and manner of holding and con- 
| ducting all elections by the people, and the appor- 
| tioning the representation in the several counties 
or districts to the council and house of represent- 
| atives, according to population, shall be pre- 
scribed by law, as well as the day of the com- 
| mencement of the regular sessions of the legisia- 
|| tive assembly: Provided, That no one session shall 
| exceed the term of forty days. 
Sec. 5. And.be it further enacted, That every 


{| free white male inhabitant above the age of twen- 


| ty-one years, who shall have been a resident of 
said Territory at the time of the passage of this 
act, shall be entitled to vote at the first election, 
and shall be eligible to any office within the said 
Territory; but the qualification of voters and of 

| holding office, at all subsequent elections, shall be 
such as shall be prescribed by the legislative as- 
sembly: Provided, That the right of suffrage and 
of holding office shall be exercised only by citizens 
of the United States, including those recognized as 

| citizens by the treaty with the Republic of Mexico, 





| concluded February second, eighteen hundred and 
|| forty-eight. 
| Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the legis- 
lative power of the Territory shall extend to all 
rightful subjects of legislation, consistent with the 
| Constitution of the United States and the provis- 
ions of this act; but no law shall be passed inter- 
fering with the primary disposal of the soil; no 
tax shall be imposed upon the property of the 
United States; nor shall the lands or other prop- 
erty of non-residents be taxed higher than the 
lands or other property of residents. All the laws 
passed by the legislative assembly and governor 
| shall be submitted to the Congress of the United 
| States, and if disapproved shall be null and of no 
| effect. 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all town- 


And in case of the death, removal, resignation, | ship, district, and county officers, not herein other- 
or other necessary absence of the governor from i} wise provided for, shall be appointed or elected, as 


the Territory, the secretary shall have, and he is 
hereby authorized and required to execute and 


‘| the case may be, in such manner as shall be pro- 
vided by the governor and legislative assembly of 


perform all the powers and duties of the governor || the Territory of New Mexico. The governor 


during such vacancy or necessary absence, or until 


another governor shall be duly appointed to fill.) 


such vacancy. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the legis- 
lative power and authority of said Territory shall 
be vested in the governor and a legislative assem- 
bly. The legislative assembly shail consist of a 
council and house of representatives. The council 
shall consist of thirteen members, having the 
qualifications of votera as. hereinafter i 
whose term of service shall continue two years. 


"She. house of represertatives shall consist of 


twenty-six members, possessing the same qualifi- |. 


cations as prescribed for members of the council, 
and whose term of service shali continue one year. 
Anapportionmentshail be made, as nearly equal as 


shall nominate, and, by and with the advice and 
consent of the legisiative council, appoint, all offi- 
cers not herein otherwise provided for; and in the 
first instance the governor alone may appoint all 
said officers, who shall hold their offices until the 
| end of the first session of the legislative assembly, 
and shall lay off the necessary districts for mem- 
| bers of the council and house of representatives, 
| and all other officers. 





, || Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That no mem- 


| ber of the legislative assembly shall hold, or be 
appointed to, any office which shall have been 
created, or the salary or emoluments of which 
shall have been increased while he was a member, 
during the term for which he was elected, and for 
one year after the expiration of such term; and no 





y 


Sie 7 ean 
i as ae 
t f ay Fae ae decaaecon he rook 


tae 


A eres 


Se ah ene 


sal) 


a 


a Sidi 


+45 
\a 






























7 i 
BAe Le > of 
- 














































Pepe ey 










ia PS I bby aM, OAS ARS 




























































1 - THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 














person holding a commission or appointment ander 
the United States, except postmasters, shall be a 
merabder of the legislative assembly, or shall hold 
any office onder the government of said Territory. 

See. 9. And beit further enacted, That the judicial 
power of said Territory shall be vested'in a su- 
preme eotrt, district courts, probate courts, and 
im justices of the peace. The supreme court shall 
consist of a chief justice and two associate justices, 
any two of whom shall constitute a qaorum, and 
who shall hold aterm at the seat of government 
of said Territory annually; and they shall hold 
thetr offices during the period of four years. The 
said Territory shall be divided into three jadicial 
districts, and a district court shall be held in each 
of said districts by one of the jastices of the su- 
preme court, at such time and place as may be 
prescribed by law; and the said judges shall, after 
their appointments, respectively, reside in the dis- 
tricts which shall be assigned them. The juris- 
diction of the several courts herein provided for, 
both appellate and original, and that of the pro- 
bate courts and of justices of the peace, shall be 
as limited by law: Provided, That justices of the 
peace shall not have jurisdiction of any matter in 
controversy, when the title or boundaries of land 
may be in dispute,or where the debt or sum 
claimed shall exceed one hundred dollars; and the 
suid supreme and district courts, respectively, shall 
possess chancery, as well as common-law juris- 
diction. Each district court, or the judge thereof, 
shall appomt ite clerk, who shall also be the re- 
gister in chancery, and shall keep his office at the 
place where the court may be held. Writs of 
error, bilis of exception, and appeals, shall be al- 
lowed in all cases from the final decision of said 
district courts to the supreme court, under such 
regulations as may be prescribed by law, but in 
no case removed to the supreme court shall trial 
by jury be allowed in said court. The supreme 
court, or the justices thereof, shall appoint its 
own siniepaal every clerk shall hold his office 
at the pleasure of the court for which he shal! have 
been appointed. Writs of error and appeal from 
the final decisions of said supreme court shall be 
allowed, and may be taken to the Supreme Court 
of the United States, in the same manner, and 
under the same regulations, as from the circuit 
courts of the United States, where the value of the 
property, or the amount in controversy, to be as- 
certained by the oath or affirmation of either 
party, or other competent witness, shall exceed 
one thousand dollars; except only that in all 
cases involving title to slaves, the said writs 
of error or appeals shall be allowed and decided 
by the said supreme court without regard to the 
value of the matter, property, or title in contro- 
versy; and except also that a writ of error or ap- 
peal shail also be allowed to the Supreme Court of 
the United States from the decision of the said su- 
preme court created by this act, or of any judge 
thereof, or of the district courts created by this 
act, or of any judge thereof, upon any writ of 
habeas corpus involving the question of personal 
freedom; and each of the seid district courts shall 
have and exercise the same jurisdiction in all 
cases arising under the Constitution and laws of 
the United States as is vested in the circuit and 
district courts of the United States; and the said 
supreme and districts courts of the said Territory, 
and the respective judges thereof, shall and may 
grant writs Of habeas corpus in all cases in which 
the same are grantable by the jadges of the United 
Suites i the District of Columbia; and the first six 
days of every term of said courts, or so much 
thereof as shall be necessary, shal! be appropri- 
ated to the trial of causes arising under the said 
Consutution and laws; and writs of error and ap- 
peals in all such cases shall be made to the 
supreme court of said Territery, the same as in 
other cases. The said clerk shall receive, in all 
such cases, the same fees which the clerks of the 
district courts of Oregon Territory now receive 
for similar services. 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That there 


shail be appointed an for said Territory, 
who shall continue in office four rs, unless 
sooner removed by the President, and who shall 


receive the same fees and salary as the attorney of 
the United States for the present Territory of Ore- 
gon. There shall also be a marshal for the Terri- 
tory appointed, who shall hold his office for four 
years, unless sooner removed by the President, 
and who shall execute all processes issuing from 


shall appoint and direct; and at’ all su 
elections, the 
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the said courts, when exercising their jurisdiction 
#8 Circuit and district courts of the United States; 
he shall perform the duties, be subject to the 
same regulation and penalties, and be entitled to 
the same fees as the marshal of the district court 
of the United States for the present Territory of 
Oregon, and shall, in addition, be paid two hun- 
dred dollars annually as a compensation for extra 
services. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the 
governor, secretary, chief justice, and associate 
justices, attorney, and marshal, shall be nomina- 
ted, and, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, appointed by the President of the 
United States. The governor and secretary to be 
appointed as aforesaid shall, before they act as 
such, respectively, iake an oath or affirmation, be- 
fore the district judge, or some justice of the peace 
in the limits of said Territory, duly authorized to 
administer oaths and affirmations by the laws now 
in force therein, or before the chief justice or some 
associate justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, to support the Constitution of the 
United States, and faithfully to discharge the du- 
ties of their respective offices; which said oaths, 
when so taken, shall be certified by the person b 
whom the same shall have been taken, and suc 
certificates shall be received and recorded by the 
said secretary among the executive proceedings; 
and the chief jnstice and associate justices, and all 
other civil officers in said Territory, before they 
act as such, shall takea like oath or affirmation, 
before the said governor or secretary, or some 
judge or justice of the peace of the Territory, who 
may be duly commissioned and qualified, which 
said oath or affirmation shall be certified and 
transmitted, by the person taking the same, to the 
secretary, to be by him recorded ag aforesaid; and 
afterwards, the like oath or affirmation shall be 
taken, certified, and recorded, in such manner and 
form as may be prescribed by law. The govern- 
or shall receive an annual salary of fifteen hun- 
dred dollars as governor, and one thousand dol- 
lars as superintendent of Indian affairs. The 
chief justice and associate justices shal! each receive 
an annual salary of eighteen hundred dollars. 
The secretary shall receive an annual salary 
of eighteen hundred dollars. The said salaries 
shall be paid quarter-yearly, at the Treasury of 
the United States. The members of the legisla- 
tive assembly shall be entitled to receive three 
dollars each per day during their attendance at the 
sessions thereof, and three dollars each for every 
twenty miles’ travel in going to and returning from 
the said sessions, estimated according to the nearest 
usually-travéled route. There shall be appropri- 
ated annually the sum of one thousand dollars, to 
be expended by the governor, to defray the contin- 
gent expenses of the Territory; there:shall also be 
appropriated annually a sufficient sum to be ex- 
pended by the secretary of the Territory, and 
upon an estimate to be made by the Secretary of 
the Treasury of the United States, to defray the 
expenses of the legislative assembly, the printing 
of the laws, and other incidental expenses; andthe 
secretary of the Territory shall annually account 
to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States for the manner in which the aforesaid sum 
shall have been expended. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the 
legislative assembly of the Territory of New Mex- 
ico shall hold its first session at such time -and 
place in said Territory as the governor thereof shall 
appoint and direct; and at said first session, or as 
soon thereafter as they shall deem expedient, the 
governor and legislative assembly shall proceed to 
locate and establish the seat of government for said 
Territory at such place as they may deem eligible; 


which place, however, shall thereafter be subject | 


to be changed by the said governor and legislative 
assembly. 

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That a dele- 
gate to the House of Representatives of the United 
States, to serve during each Congress of the Uni- 
ted States, may be elected by the voters qualified 
to elect members of the legislative assent 
shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges 
as are exercised and enjoyed by the delegates from 
the several other Territories of the United States 


to the said House of Representatives. The’ fitst 


| 
| 


election shall be held at such time arid places, and 
be ¢onducted in such manner, as eee 
uent 
times, places, and manner of 








the elections shall be prescribed by law 





'y; who | 














son having the greatest number of votes ep 
declared by the governor to be duly e! be 
i ‘ y ected, and 
certifieate thereof shall be given accordingly. p, & 
vided, That sach delegate shall receive no ‘tier 
sum for mileage than is allowed by law to the Det 
egate from yon. } 

Src. 14. And be it further enacted, That whe, th 
lands in the said Territory shall be surveyed . ‘ 
der the direction of the Government of the Unites 
States, preparatory to bringing the same int, ‘ 
ket, sections numbered sixteen and thirty-siy . 
each township in said Territory shall be, anq ,,. 
same are hereby, reserved for the purpose of bein 
applied to schools in said Territory, and in 1° 

tes and Territories hereafter to be erected a 
of the same. 

Sec. 15. 4nd be # further enacted, Th 
porarily, and until otherwise provided by 
governor of said ‘Territory may define the Judicial 
districts of said ‘Territory, and assign the juirs, 
who may be appointed for said Territory ‘to :,, 
several districts, and also appoint the times .,j 
places for holding courts in the several counties o. 
subdivisions in each of said oo districts by 
proclamation to be issued by him; but the lesisis. 
tive assembly, at their first or any subsequent os. 
sion, may organize, alter, or modify such Judicial 
districts, and assign the judges, and alter thie tims, 
and places of holding the courts, as to them shi 
seem proper and convenient. 

Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That 1, 
Constitution, and all laws of the United States, 
which are not locally inapplicable, shall have ih. 
same force and effect within the said Territory of 
New Mexico as elsewhere within the Unite 
States. 

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the pro. 
visions of this act be, and they are hereby, suspend. 
ed until the boundary between the United States 
and the State of Texas shall be adjusted; and whe 
such adjustment shall have been effected, the 
President of the United States shall issue his prov. 
lamation declaring this act to be in full force and 
operation, and shall proceed to appoint the officers 
herein provided to be appointed in and for said 

erritory. 
gor 18 And beit further enacted, Thatall that part 
of the territory of the United States included within 
the following limits, to wit, bounded on the west 
by the State of California, on the north by the 
‘Territory of Oregon, and on the east by the sun. 
mit of the Rocky mountains, and.on the south by 
the thirty-seventh parallel of north latitude, be, and 
the same is hereby, created into a temporary gov- 
ernment, by the name’of the Territory of Uti; 
and when admitted as a State, the said Territory, 
orany portion of the same, shall be received inio 
the Union with or without slavery, as their consi 
tution may preseribe at the time of their admission: 
Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall 
he construed to inhibit the Government of the 
United States from dividing said Territory into 
two or more Territories, in such manner and « 
such times as Congress shall deem convenient and 
proper, or from attaching any portion of said Te 
ritory to any other State or Territory of the United 
States. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That the ex- 
ecutive power and authority in and over said Ter 
ritory of Utah, shall be vested in a governor, whio 
shall hold his office for four years, and until his 
successor shall be appointed and qualified, unles 
sooner removed by the President of the Unit 
States. The governor shall reside within said Ter 
ritory, shall be commander-in-chief of the milits 
thereof, shall perform the duties and receive ‘he 
emoluments of superintendent of Indian afar, 
and shall approve all laws by the legislate 
assembly before they shall take effect; he = 
grant pardons for offences against the laws of - 
Territory, and repriéves for offences against . 
laws of the United States until the decision of ' 
President canbe made known thereon ; he ste 
commission all officers who shall be appointed > 
office under the laws of the s.id Territory, * 
‘shall-take care that the laws be ‘faithfully e* 
cuted. ' 

Src 20. And be it further enacted, That a 
shall be a secretary of said Territory, who ® 
reside therein, and hold his office for four oe 
unless sooner Fel by the Président of |" 
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inafter constituted, and all the acts and pro- 
arr of the governor in his executive depart- 
ee he shall transmit one copy of the laws and 
pap of the executive proceedings, on or be- 
S the frst day of December in each year, to the 
president of the United States, and at the same 
‘ime, two copies of the laws to the Speaker of the 
louse of Representatives, and the President of 
the Senate, for the use of Congress, _And in the 
ase of the death, removal, resignation, or other 
necessary absence of the governor from the Ter- 
ruory, the Secretary shall have, and he is hereby 
wthorized and required to execute and perform, 
| the powers and duties of the governor during 
gch vacancy or necessar absence, or until anoth- 
o governor shall be duly appointed to fill such 
vacancy 7 ‘ 

Sec. 21. And be it further enacted, That the legis- 

istive power and authority of said Territory shail 
be vested in the governor and a legislative assem- 
bly. The legislative assembly shall consist of a 
council and house of representatives. The coun- 
cil shall consist of thirteen members, having the 
qualifications of voters as hereinafter prescribed, 
whose term of sérvice shall continue two years. 
The house of representatives shall consist of 
wenty-six members, possessing the same qualifi- 
cations as prescribed for members of the council, 
and whose term of service shall continue one year, 
An apportionment shall be made, as nearly equal 
as practicable, among the several counties or dis- 
tricts, for the election of the council and house of 
representatives, giving to each section of the Ter- 
rtory representation in the ratio of its population, 
Indians excepted, as nearly as may be. And the 
members of the council and of the house of repre- 
sentatives shall reside in, and be inhabitants of, 
the district for which they may be elected respect- 
ively. Previous to the first election the governor 
shall cause a census or enumeration of the inhabit- 
ants of the several counties and districts of the 
Territory to be taken, and the first election shall 
be held at such time and places, and be conducted 
in such manner, as the governor shall appoint and 
direct; and he shall, at the same time, declare the 
oumber of members of the council and house of 
representatives to which each of the counties or 
districts shall be entitled under this act. The 
number of persons authorized to be elected having 
the highest namber of votes in each of said coun- 
cil districts for members of the council shall be 
declared by the governor to be duly elected to the 
council; and the person or persons authorized to 
be elected having the highest number of votes for 
the house of representatives, equal to the number 
to which each county or district shall be entitled, 
shall be declared. by the governor to be duly 
tlected members of the house of representatives: 
Provided, That in case of a tie between two. or 
more persons voted for, the governor shall order a 
new election to supply the vacancy made by such 
ate. And the persons thus elected to the legisla- 
uve assembly shall meet at such place, and on 
such day, as the governor shall appoint; but there- 
after, the time, place, and manner of holding and 
conducting all elections by the people, and the ap- 
poruoning the representation in the several coun- 
ues or districts to the council and house of repre- 
sentatives, according to population, shall be 
prescribed by law, as well as the day of the com- 
mencement of the regular sessions of the legislative 
assembly: Provided, That no one session shall 
exceed the term of forty days. 

Sec. 22. And be it further enacted, That every 
free white male inhabitant above the age of twenty- 
one years, who shall have been a resident of said 
Territory at the. time of the eof this act, 
shall be entitled to vote at the first election, and shall 
be eligible to any office within the said territory; 
but the qualifications of voters and of holdi 
—s “ all anaes eens slestens, shall be such as 

a prescri b islative assembly: 
Provided, That the rizht of suffrage and of hold- 
ing office shall be exercised only by citizens of the 
United States, including those ized as citi- 
zens 7 oe treaty with the Republie of Mexico, 
cone} February second, eighteen hundred and 
forty-eight. 

See. 23. And be it further enacted, That the legis- 
lative power of said Territory shall extend to all 
rightful subjects of legislation, consistent with the 
Constitution of the United States and the provis- 
ons of this act; bat ‘no law shall be | in- 
‘erfering with the primary disposal of the soil; no 
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tax shall be imposed upon the property of the ] any judge thereof, upon any writ of Aabeas cor, 
United States; nor shall the lands or other prop- || invalthen the alee of Diteasn freedom; a 
erty of non-residents be taxed higher than the || each of the said district courts shall have and ex- 
lands or other property of residents. All the laws || ercise the same jurisdiction in all cases arising 
passed by the legislative assembly and governor. under the Constitution and laws of the United 
shall be submitted to the Congress of the United || Siates as is vested in the circuit and district courts 
States, and if disapproved shall be null and of no'|| of the United States; and the said supreme and 
effect. } district courts of the said Territory, and the re- 
Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That all town- || spective judges thereof, shall and may grant writs 
ship, district, and county officers, not herein || of habeas corpus in all cases in which the same are 
otherwise provided for, shall be appointed or elect- || grantable by the judges of the United States in the 
ed, as the case may be, in such manfier as shall || District of Columbia; and the first six days of 


be provided by the governor and legislative assem- every term of said courts, or so much thereof as 








bly of the Territory of Utah. ‘The governor shall || shall be necessary, shall be appropriated to the 
nominate, and by and with theadvice and consent || trial of causes arising under the said Constitution 
the ere —— _— ne a Ya ] and laws, and re of error and appeal in all such 
erein otherwise. provided for; and in the first || cases shall be made to the supreme court of said 
instance the eovanebe alone may appoint all said || Territory, the same as in dthae cases. The said 
officers, who shall hold their officés until the end | clerk shall receive in all such cases the same fees 
of the first session of the legislative assembly, and || which the clerks of the district courts of Oregon 
shall lay off the necessary districts for members i Territory now receive for similar services. 
of the council and house of representatives, and || Sec. 27. And be it further enacted, That there 
all other officers. || shall be appointed an attorney for said Territory, 
Sec. 25. And be it further enacted, That no mem- || who shal! continue in office for four years, unless 
ber of the legislative assembly shall hold, or be || sooner removed by the President, and who shall 
appointed to, any office which shall have beer || receive the same fees and salary as the astoreey of 
created, or the salary or emoluments of which || the United States for the present Territory of Ore- 
shall have been increased while he was amember, || gon, There shall also be a marshal for the Terri- 
during the term for which he was elected, and for || tory appointed, who shall hold his office for four 
one year after the expiration of such term; and no || years, unless sooner removed by the President, 
person holding a commission or appointment un- and who shall execute all processes issuing fror 
der the United States, except postmiasters, shall be || the said courts, when exercising their jurisdiction 
a member of the legislative assembly, or shall || as circuit and district courts of the United States: 
hold any office under the government of said Ter- || he shall perform the duties, be subject to the same 
ritory. | regulation and penalties, and be entitled to the 
Sec. 26. And be it further enacted, That the ju- || same fees as the marshal of the district court of 
dicial power of said Territory shall be vested in || the United States for the present Territory of Ore- 
a supreme court, district courts, probate courts, 1 gon; and shall, in addition, be paid two hundred 
ora are: mt pron tap atiean vase || dollars annually asa compensation for extra ser- 
shall consist of a chief justice wo associate || vices. 
justices, any two of wise shall constitute a quo- } Sec. 28. And be it further enacted, That the gov- 
rum, and who shall hold a term at the seat of gov- || ernor, secretary, chief justice and associate jus- 
ernment of said Territory annually, and they | tices, attorney, and marshal, shall be nominated, 
shall hold their offices during the period of four || and, by and with the advice and consent of the 
years. The said Territory shall be divided into || Senate, appointed by the President of the United 
three Par districts, and a district court shall || States. The governor and secretary to be ap- 
be held in each of said districts by one of the || pointed as aforesaid shall, before they act as such 
tr of oat aT teetme ions Se aetaes = H Stieneatl be an oath ~' erantte before 
ace as may be prescribe aw; and the said || the district jadge, or some justice of the peace in 
lotees shall. after their sippulidgehianee: respectively, || the limits of said Territory, duly authorized to ad- 
reside in the districts which shall be assigned || minister oaths and affirmations by the laws now 
them. The ae on of the ay ~~ '| in force therein, or before Be onde! Senne or some 
herein provided for, both appellate and original, || associate justice of the Supreme Court of the 
and that of the probate outta and of justices of | United States, to support the Constitution of the 
the peace, shall be as limited by law: Provided, || United States, and faithfully to discharge the du- 
That justices of the peace shall not have ape || ties of their ane cu moan he oaths, 
tion of any matter in controversy when the title || when so taken, shall be certifie y the per- 
or Reon tatig’ of land may be in Ratute, or where | son by whom the same shall have been taken, 
the debt or sum claimed shall exceed one hundred || and such certificates shall be received and re- 
dollars; and the said supreme and district courts || corded by the said secretary among the execu- 
respectively shall possess chancery as well as || tive proceedings; and the cote tere and as- 
common law jurisdiction. Each district court, or | sociate justices, and al! other civil officers in said 
Oe ae = mn — its na a ) Territory, before, tear pe a aay oa omg 
shall also the register in chancery, and shall || a like oath or affirmation, befo a - 
keep his office at the place where the court may || ernor or secretary, or some judge or justice of the 
be held. Writs of error, bills of excepiion, and || peace of the Territory, who may be duly com- 
appeals, shall be allowed, in all cases, from the || missioned and qualified, which said oath or affirma- 
final decisions of said district Courts to the su- || tion shall be certified and transmitted, by the per- 
preme court, under such regulations as may be || son taking the same, to the secretary, to be by him 
prescribed by law; but in no case removed to the recorded as aforesaid ; and afterwards, the like oath 
supreme court, shall trial by jury be allowed in || or affirmation shall be taken, certified, and record- 
said court. The supreme court, or the justices || ed, in such manner and form as may be prescribed 
thereof, shall appoint ite own clerk, and every || by law. The governor shall receive an annual 
clerk shall hold his office at the pleasure of || salary of fifteen hundred dollars as governor, and 
the court for which he shall have been appoint- || one thousipd dollars as superintendent of Iodian 
ed. ‘Writs of error, and appeals from the final || affairs, The chief justice and associate justices 
decisions of said supreme court, shall be al- || shall each receive an annual salary of eighteen 
lowed, and may be taken to the Supreme Court || hundred dollars. The secretary shall receive an 
of the United tes, in the same manner and || annual salary of eighteen hundred dollars. The 
under the same regulations as from the circuit || said salaries shall be paid quarter-yearly, at the 
courts of the United States, where the value of the || Treasury of the United States. The members of 
property or the amount if controversy, to be || the legislative assembly shall be entitled to receive 
ascertained by the oath or affirmation of either || three dollars each per day during their attendance 
party, or other competent witness, shall exceed || at the eessions thereof, and three dollars each for 
one thousand dollars, except et that, in all cases || twenty miles travel, in going to and returning from 
involving title to slaves, the said writs of error or || the said sessions, estimated according to the nearest 
appeals shall be allowed and decided by the said || usually traveled route. There shall be appropri- 
court, without regard to thé value of the || ated annually the sum of one thousand dollars, to 
matter, property, or title in controversy; and ex- || be expended by the governor to defray the con- 
cept, also, that a writ of error or a shall also || tingent expenses of the Territory. There shall 
be allowed to the Supreme Court of the United || also be appropriated, annually, a sufficient sum, to 
States, from the decisions of the said supreme || be expended by the secretary of the Territory, 
court created by this act, or of any judge thereof, || and upon an estimate to be made by the Secretary 
or of the district courts created by this act, or of || of the Treasury of the United States to defrry 
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the expenses of the legislative assembly, the print- | was not germane to the bill, and therefore not in 


ing of the fawa, and other incidental expenses; and 
the secretary of the Territory shall annually ac- 


} order. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide the 


count to the secretary of the eral a of the || point of order raised by the gentleman, if he de- 
e 


United States for the manner in which 
said sum shall have been expended. 

Sec. 29. And be it further enacted, That the le- 

islative assembly 


bly 


States, to serve during each Congress of the United 
States, may be elected by the voters qualified to 


eiect members of the legislative assembly, who | 
shall be entitled to the same rights and priviliges as | 


are exercised and enjoyed by the delegates from 
the several other Territories of the United States 
to the said House of Representatives. The first 


election shall be held at such time and places, and | 
be conducted in such manner, as the governor | 


shall appoint or direct; and at all subsequent elec- 
tions, the times, places, and manner of holding the 
electiona shall be prescribed by law. The person 
having the greatest number of votes shall be de- 


clared by the governor to be duly elected, and a | 
certificate thereof shall be given accordingly: Pro- | 
vided, ‘That said delegate shall receive no higher | 
sum for mileage than is allowed by law to the dele- 


gate from Oregon. 


the lands in the said Territory shall be surveyed 


of the same. 


governor of said Territory may define the judicial 


districts of said Territory, and assign the judges | 
who may be appointed for said Territory to the || 


several districts, and also appoint the times and 
placea for holding courts in the several counties or 


subdivisions in each of said judicial districts, by || 


proclamation to be issued by him; but the legisla- 
tive assembly, at their first or an subsequent ses- 
sion, may organize, alter, or modify such judicial 


afore- | 
| | read. 


i of the Territory of Utah shall | 

old its first session at such time and place in said | 
Territory as the governor thereof shall appoint and | 
direct; and at said first session, or as soon thereaf- | 
ter as they shall deem expedient, the governor and | 
legislative assembly shall proceed to locate and es- | 
tablish the seat of government for said Territory, | 
at such place as they may deem eligible; which | 
place, however, shall thereafter} be subject to be | 
changed by the said governor and legislative assem- | 


. 
Bec. 30. And be it further enacted, That a dele- | 
gate to the House of Representatives of the United | 





sires it, before the remainder of the amendment is 


Mr. MEADE. [I desire that the point of order 
shali be decided now. 

The SPEAKER called the House to order, and 
requested the gentleman from Virginia to state his 
point of order. 

Mr. MEADE. My point of order is, that this 
amendment is not pertinent to the bill, and there- 
fore not in order under the 55th rule of the House, 
which I ask shall be read: 

* No motion or proposition on a subject different from 
that under consideration shall be admitted under color of 
amendment. No bill or resolution shall, at any time, be 
amended by annexing thereto, or incorporating therewith, 
any other bill or resolution pending before the House.” 


Mr. MEADE submitted that the amendment 
offered hy the gentleman from Kentucky came 
within this rule, and was, therefore, out of order. 
He also made the point, that it was out of order on 


|| the furtherground, that the proposition now offered 


as an amendment was pending as a bill before the 
Honse. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia submits, as a point of order, that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky is not in 
order, on two grounds: first, that itis not germane 
to the bill ander consideration, and therefore not 
admissible under the fifty-fifth rule; and second, 
that it is composed of propositions contained in 
other bills pending before the House. The Chair is 


| of opinion that the bill from the Senate under con- 
|| sideration brings before the House the question of 
|| the territory acquired by us from Mexico, and that 
Sec. 31. And be it further enacted, That when || all propositions affecting that territory —proposing 


tne a || to dispose of it, or to provide for it—are germane 
under the direction of the Government of the Uni- || 


ted States, preparatory to bringing the same into | 
market, sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six | 
in each township in said Territory shall be, and || 
same are hereby, reserved for the purpose of being | 
applied to schools in said Territory, and in the | 
States and Territories hereafter to be erected out | 


| to the bill, and are in order as amendments. 


With regard to the second ground made by the 


| gentleman from Virginia, the Chair understands 


the gentleman from Kentucky to state that the 
amendment is not the same in all its provisions as 
the bills which have come from the Senate. That 
being the case, though it includes the same pro- 


; ; || visiona to a very great extent, it does not come 
Sec. 32. And be it further enacted, That tempo- | 


rarily, and until otherwise provided by law, the | 


within the rule, but is in order. 

Mr. BOYD. If the House will allow me, I 
will state the fact that the bills sent from the Sen- 
ate for the establishment of territorial governments 
over New Mexico and also over Utah, each con- 
tain a provision for a library and for public build- 
ings, which provision in each case I have stricken 
out. The amendment which I offer is not, there- 


|| fore, the bill of the Senate. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair, for the reasons 
which he has given, overrules the point of order 


f 
districts, and _—_ the judges, bad Miter the times | proposed hy the gentleman from Virginia. 


and places of hol 
seem proper and convenient. 
Seo, 33. And be it further enacted, That the 


Constitution and laws of the United States are | 
hereby extended over and declared to be in force | 


ing the courts, as to them shall || 


Mr. ALLEN. I move, if it is in order, an 


| amendment to the amendment of the gentleman 


from Keatucky. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I take an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair; and on that question I ask 


in said Territory of Utah, so far as the same, or } the yeas and nays. 


provision thereof, may be applicabie. 


an 
The Clerk commenced to read the amendment— || 


Mr. BURT interposed, end inquired if it was in 


order now to move to commit the bill to the Com- 


mivtee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 


The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Ken- 
[Mr. Boyp] has been recognized, and js en- 
ntleman has offered 
in order for the gen- 
tleman to submit the motion to refer the bill until | 
has yielded the | 
reporied to the | 


tuck 
titled to the floor; and the 
an amendment. It will not 


the gentleman from Kentuck 
floor. The amendment will 
House. * 


The Clerk n proceeded with the reading. 


Mr. DUER (interposing) was understood to say 
d the amendment was a Senate bill, 
and to ask if it would not be in order to dispense 


that he sup 


with its readi 


ng? 
The SPEAKER said, the reading might be dis- 


pensed with by general consent. 
Objections were made. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked that order 
be preserved, so that members in his part of the 


House could hear what was doing. 


The Clerk then resumed and continued the 


reading for some time, 
Mr, MEADE inte 
of order. 


,» and rose to a question 
He made the point that the amendment 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
And the question being, Shall the decision of the 


|| Chair stand as the judgment of the House? 


Ms. ASHE requested that the point of order 


|| and the decision be stated. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia 
has submitted, as a point of order, that the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Kentucky is 


|| not in order, upon two grounds, viz: that itis not 


germane to the bill, and that it contains provisions 
similar to those of bills pending before the House, 
The Chair overrules both points of order. 

Mr, VINTON... 1 wish to make an inquiry of 
the gentleman from Kentucky. I wish to know 
whether the boundary of this amendment of the 
gentleman does not extend into the territory of 


|| California? 


Mr. BOYD. No; it does not. 

Mr. THOMPSON. I object to all this conver- 
sation. 

The SPEAKER said that conversation was not 
in order. 

The Clerk commenced the call of the roll, 

Mr. SCHENCK said, he wished to say a few 
words upon the appeal. 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman was not in 
order, as the Clerk had commenced the call of the 


' roll, and a gentleman had answered to his name. 








Aug. 28 
—————S ee 
Mr. SCHENCK said he had risen five min... 
ago, and had addressed the Chair before the ms 
The SPEARER sie i 

e stated that the gent} 
not been recognized by the Chair inti man bad 
commenced. The Chair hoped, however sa 
would be no objection to the gentleman proces, 

Objection was made, .: 

Mr. SCHENCK... Will it be in order for me | 
call for the reading of the titles of these two bill 
which are now offered by the gentleman f;,,. 
Kentucky as an amendment to the bill now before 
the House. ' 

The SPEAKER said, the call had commencs, 
and the gentleman could not have what he desire 
read, any more than he could speak to the appes| 
unless unanimous consent were given. . 

Objections were made. 

Mr. SCHENCK resumed his seat reluctantly 
warning gentlemen that if they undertook thi, 
aystem of choking members down, they might d.. 
feat the very objects they had in view. 

The question, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the Chai, 
stand as the judgment of the House?” was ta 
and resulted—yeas 123, nays 83; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashmup 
Averett, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bokee, Bowden, Bowie. 
Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Brooks, William J. Brown, Bye; 
Bart, Chester Butler, E. C.Cabel!, George A. Caldwel! Jog, 
P. Caldwell, Casey, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobh, Colecey 
Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, Duer, Dunham, Edimun.'sop' 
Alexander Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Geniry 
Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Grinnell, Hall, Himiltoy’ 
Hammond, Hampton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harrie 
Sampson W. Harris, Haymond, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland’ 
Holmes, Houston, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph \’ 
Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, Robert w. 
Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, La Sére, Leffler, Litie. 
field, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, MeClernand, MeDonaid, 
McDowell. McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Finis Pp. 
McLean, McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, Meacham, Mii. 
son, Morehead, Morse, Morton, Orr, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, 
Peaslee, Phenix, Potter, Powell, Robbins, Rose, Ross, Say. 
age, Seddon, Shepperd, Stanly, Frederi P. Stanton, Rich. 
ard H. Stanton, Strong, Taylor, Thoma®, Jacob Thompson, 
James Thompson, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, 
Venable, Walden, Wallace, Watkins, Weliborn, Wildrick, 
Williams, Wilson, and Young—123. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Ashe, Baker, Benneti, 
Bingham, Booth, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, 
Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Calvin, Campbell, Carter, 
Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Disney, Dixon, 
Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Eliot, Nathan Evans, Powier, 
Freediey. Giddings, Gott. Gould, Halloway, Hay, Hebard, 
Henry, Howe, Hunter, William T. Jackson, Julian, George 
G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Hor- 
ace Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Meade, 
Moore, Morris, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Peck, Pitman, 
Putnam, Reynolds, Robinson, Roekwell, Root, Romsey, 
Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolers(t, 
Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stetson, Sweetser, Tuck, Un- 
derhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Waldo, Wentworth, White, 
Whittlesey, Wilmot, Wood, and Woedward—83. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed by 
the House; and the amendment of Mr. Born was 
ruled to be in order. 2 

The Clerk then proceeded with the reading of 
the amendment. — 

Before the reading was concluded, _ . 

Mr. INGE interposed and, remarking that it 
would take some time to complete the reading, 
moved that the House adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The reading of the amend- 
ment has been insisted upon and must be com- 
pleted. It cannot be interrupted by a motion Wo 
adjourn. 

The reading was resumed. 

Mr. BOYD resumed the floor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN requested the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Boxp] to yield the floor, to 
enable him (Mr. C.) to have an amendment read 
which he desired to propose to the amendment. 
| The intended amendment is as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That all that portion of territe 
ry acquired from Mexico by the treaty of Guadalupe #)- 
dalgo, bounded as follows: By a line commencing in the 
Pacific ocean, onthe parallel of 36° north latitude, three 
miles from the main land, running thence due east till 
it strikes the Sierra Nevada, thence eastwardly and north- 
wardl: with the crest of said mountain range until it sirnkes 
the parallel of 37° north jatitude, thence due east with 





ken, 


", 


theme 


cific ocean, thence 
ginning; the whole of the said territ 
of Colorado ; and that the gov 


| 


Mr, BOYD. Ido not know what the amend- 
ose ML STR jen 
the gentleman from Kentucky to yield the floor. 
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ral disposition to adjourn, and I hope that the 

man, retaining his right to the floor, will so 

it as to allow that the bills shall be 
nied, that we may know what they are. 

Pe, MEADE. I rise to a question of order. 
Mr. BOYD. I do not yield the floor. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 

ginia (Mr. Meapg] rises to a question of order. 

The geatieman is entitled to the floor for that pur- | 


Pur. MEADE. I move to amend the first sec- | 
tion of the bill. 4 
Mr. BOYD, 1 do not yield the floor for that 
purpose. ‘That is not a point of order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia | 
yill state what bis point of order is. 
Mr. MEADE. It is this: Does not a motion 
ioamend the first. section of the bill take prece- 
dence over the amendment of the gentleman from 
Kentucky? [Mr. Born.] 
Mr. BoYD. I object 
The SPEAKER, (interposing.) The gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Meapg] cannot claim the | 
foor on an amendment whilst an amendment is | 


orl 
ue 
fr yield 











j 
| 
| 
| 


pending on which another gentleman is entitled to | 
i. The Chair has recognized the gentleman from | 
Kentucky, and he is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. MEADE addressed the Chair. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that the | 
ntleman from Virginia is not entitled to the floor, | 


and that the gentleman from Kentucky is entitled || the House adjourn. 


Tellers were ordered, and Mr. Mc Wiuuse and 
|| Mr. Tuck were appointed. 


to it. 

Mr.RICHARDSON. I ask the gentleman from 
Kentucky to yield the floor—to offer an amend- 
ment. 

The intended amendment is as follows, viz: 

J Bill to admit California as a State into the Union. | 

Whereas the people of California have presented | 
aconstitution, and asked admission into the Union, | 
which constitution was submitted to Congress by | 


the President of the United States by message, 
dated February 13, 1850, and which, on due ex- 
amination, is found to be republican in its form of 
government: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent- | 
atives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the State of California shall be 
one, and is hereby declared to be one, of the Uni- | 


| 








Ss pills have never been printed. There is a | 
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| bill may be ordered to be printed. 
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old plough gear; and as many doubt whether 
the wheels will bear weight or the team pull, I 
think we ought to adjourn, to have time to examine 
the vehicle. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot make 
the motion, not having the floor. 

Mr. WILLIAMS... L have the floor. The 
gentheman from Kentucky [Mr. Born] has yielded 
it to me for this motion. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Kentuckv yield the floor for a motion to adjourn, 

Mr. BOYD. I will yield, in order to test the 
sense of the House whether it will adjourn or 
not. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. I urgently 
appeal to the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
wees) to waive the motion, that the bills 
may be ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent the 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. And the 
amendment. 
The SPEAKER. By unanimous consent, the 


| amendment also. But the Chair must distinctly 


understand whether there is objection or not. 
Objection was made. 
Mr. FOWLER addressed a remark or inquiry to 


|| the Chair, of which nothing was heard; and 


Mr. GENTRY, at the same time, asked that 
members might be required to take their seats. 
The question was stated to be on the motion that 


Mr. STANLY, (tothe Speaker.) If this House 


|| should now adjourn, in what condition would this 
\| bill be left ? 


The SPEAKER. If the House should now 
adjourn, the bill will come up as the unfinished 
business on the Speaker’s table, and the first busi- 
ness in order when the House shall again proceed 
to the consideration of business on the Speaker’s 
table. 

The question was then taken, and the vote stood 
—anayes 109, noes 29. 

So the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 
following petitions and memorials were pre- 


The 


ted States of America, and admitted into the Union | sented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 


on an equal footing with the original States in all || Priate committees: 


| 
| 


respects whatever. 


By Mr. DUER: Two petitions of citizens of Madison 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That until the | roe Mow York, praying. fer a modideation of the. tariff 
; ~ o ° 


Representatives in Congress shall be apportioned 
according to an actual enumeration of the inhabit- | 
ants of the United States, the State of California | 
shall be entitled to two Representatives in Con- | 
ress, } 
. Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said 
State of California is admitted into the Union upon 
the express condition that the people of said State, | 
through their Legislature or otherwise, shali never 
interfere with the primary disposal of the public 
lands within its limits, and shall pass no law, and do 
no act whereby the title of the United States to, and 
right to dispose of the same, shall be impaired or | 
questioned; and they shall never lay any tax or as- 
sessment of any description whatsoever upon the 
public domain of the United States, and in no case 
shal! non-resident proprietors, who are citizens of 
the United States, be taxed higher than residents; 
and that all the navigable waters within the said 
State shall be common highways, and forever free, 
as well to the inhabitants of said State as to the | 
citizens of the United States, without any tax, im- 
t, or duty, therefor: Provided, That nothing 
herein contained shall be construed as . iz- 
ing or rejecting the positions tendered the 
people of California laa? cottehon of compact y the 
ordinance adopted by the convention which formed 
the constitution of that State. 

Mr. BOYD. I reply to the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Ricuannson] as t did to the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, [Mr. Cuuveman.] I 
cannot yield. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman refuses to 


yield, 
_ Mr. WILLIAMS. I move that the House ad- 


journ. 

Mr. VENABLE. As this seems to be the 
fragments of the old omnibus which broke down 
in the Senate, collected with , Bereevreatts and 
Polished up with grape-vines, hickory withes, and 





| 


By Mr. BOWIE: The petition of Washington Bonifant, 
Dr. Washington Duvali,and 92 others, citizens of Mont- 
gomery county, praying for the construction of a plank 
road from the city of Washington to the Montgomery county 
line. 

By Mr. POTTER: Two memorials from D. B. Smith, 
and others, citizens of Toledo, Ohio, asking Congress to 
pass some law for the better security of life on steamboats. 


IN SENATE, 
Weonespar, fugust 28, 1850. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of Rob- 
ert Grant, asking that an appropriation may be 
made for the purpose of testing the merits of the 
calcium light, invented by him for the use of light- 
houses; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memurial of 
Joseph R. Pirson, asking that his patent condenser 
for supplying the boilers of marine engines with 
fresh water may be adopted for the use of the 
navy; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY presented a petition of citizens of 
Hillsborough, in the State of Indiana, asking the 
adoption of measures for encouraging the emigra- 
tion of the African race to Africa; which wa 
ordered to lie on the table. : 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which was referred the me- 
morial of the President and Directors of the 
Georgetown College, asking that certain real estate 
may be exemp from. the corporate limits of 
Georgetown, reported a bill to amend an act enti- 
tled ** An act to alter the corporate limits of 
Georgetown, in the District of Columbia;’’ which 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lar-is, to which was referred the bill to grant to 
the State of Missouri the right of way and a por- 
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tion of the public lands for the purpose of aiding 
in making a railroad from St. Louis to the western 
limits of said State, with an eastern extension to 
Cincinnati and Louisville, through Iilinois, Indi- 
ana, and Ohio, reported back the same with an 
amendment. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 


dian Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 





ee 


| andria Railroad Com 


the chiefs and warriors of ‘the friendly Creeks, for 
indemnity for losses sustained during the war of 
ne gar a report; which was ordered to be 
rinted. 
: Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of Mary Jernigan, asking indemnity for property 
taken by the Indians in Florida, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 
same; which was agreed to. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The bill making appropriation for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year ending 30th June, 1851, and for other pur- 
poses, was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill from the House of Representatives to 
establish certain post-roads in the United States 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were severally read a third 
time and passed: 

The bil! for the relief of the Orange and Alex- 
| pany. 

The bill for the relief of John Devlin. 

WAR BOUNTIES. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Atan early part of the 
session I introdiu@ed a resolution for the payment 
of war bounty scrip, and | have learned at the 
War Department that some of them have been 
paid without interest, which the department will 
not pay withouf authority by further legislation. 
I therefore give notice that I shall ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill for that purpose. 

SURVEY OF THE RIO GRANDE. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tions on the table; and the following, which was 
submitted by Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, yester- 
day, came up in its order: 

Resolved, ‘That 1,500 additional copies of the message of 
the President of the 17th of July last, communicating, in 
compliance with the resolution of the Senate, a report of 
Lieutenant Webster, of a survey of the Gulf coast of the 
mouth of the Rio Grande, together with the supplemental 
report communicated the 26th instant, be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senate have 
ordered the printing of this document, and it is 
for the Senate to decide whether they will print 
extra copies ornot. If they intend to do so, they 
had better order them at once, so that the printers 
may not have to reset the type. I will also say 
that this is a topographical survey of the lower 
Rio Grande. If it had been submitted to the 
Senate last year { think it would have saved them 
from a very great blunder, which they made in 
the establishment of a custom-house, I consider 
it very valuable to the Senate and the country. 

The resolution was adopted. 

ELECTRO-MAGNETISM. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Benrtow on the 19th instant, was considered and 
agreed to: 

«* Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy he directed to 
report to the Senate the results of the experiments in elec- 
tro-magnetism as a motive power, authorized to be made by 
Professor Page under an appropriation of the last session of 
Congress, and uner the supervision of the Secretary of the 
Navy.” 

MAP OF NEW MEXICO AND TEXAS, 

The reaolution which was heretofore submitted 
by Mr. Rusx for purchasing a certain number of 
copies of Disturnel’s map of New Mexico, &c., 
which accompanied the treaty with Mexico, was 
next taken up. ; 

On the motion of Mr. BENTON, it was laid 
on the table. 

ADMISSION TO THE SENATE. 

The following report, submitted by Mr. Hace, 
from the select committee on the rules, came up 
for consideration: 

“The Commitieo to whom was referred the resolation 
Offered by the Senator from New Hampshire, and the 
amendment thereto by the Senator from North Carolina, 
relativeto an amendment of the rules of the Senate regula- 
ling admissions to the floor of the Senate, having bad that 
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subject under consideration, report the following addition 
to the 47th rule, viz? | 
‘“ Blank tickets, equal to the number of the Senators for | 
the time heing, shall Ue prepared, and one ticket may be is- 
sued under the direction of the Vice President, by such | 
officer as he may designate, to each Senator at his request, 
on which ticket bis name shall be indorsed, and which ticket | 
shall entitie the person to whom it may be delivered to ad- | 
mission on the floor of the Senate. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, the report was 
laid on the table. 

THE PREVIOUS QUESTION. 

The following resolution, submitfed by Mr. 
Dovaexas, the 27th July, came up for considera- 
tion : 

* Rezolved, ‘That the following be and the same is adopted 
os a etanding rule of the Senate: That the ‘ previous 
question’ shall be admitted when demanded by a majority 
of the members of the Senate present, and its effects shall 
be to put an end to all debate, and bring the Senate to a di- 
reet vote, first, upon a motion to commit, if such motion | 
shall have been made; and, if this motion does not prevail, 
then, second, upon amendments reported by a committee, 
if any; then, third, upon pending amendments; and, finally, | 


where such questions shall have been decided, or where || 


none shall lave been offered, or where none may be pend- | 
ing, then it shall be upon the main question, or questions 
leading directly to a@ final decision of the subject-matter 
pending before the Senate. On a nrotion for the prévious 
question, and prior to. the seconding of the same, a call of 
the Senate shall be in order; but after a majority shall have 
seconded such a motion, no call shall be in order prior toa 
decision of the main question. On a previous question 
there shall be no debate. All incidental questions of order 
arising after a motion shall have been made for the previous 
auestion, and pending such motion, shall be decided, 
whether on appeal or otherwise, without debate ”? 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, the resolation 
was laid on the table. 

The following resolutions submitted by Mr. 
W acer, the 18th June, came up for considera- | 
tion: 

Resolved, That no penal law of a@ foreign country for 
alleged political offences can or ought enforced, directly 
or indirectly, within the United States; and that it is the 
duty of the Exechtive of this Government to protect citi- 
zens of the United States against any attempt of foreign 
Powers or their diplomati¢ representatives to interfere with 
the private pursuits, righta, or privileges@f such citizens, for 
the purpase of visiting upon them the effects of such for- 
eign penal laws, 

‘© Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to com- 
municate the foregoing resolution to the diplomatic agents 
of all foreign Powers having such agents accredited to this 
Government; and that he be also directed to inform his 
Majesty the Enrperor of Russia that this Government disap- 
proves of the attempt of the honorable Alexander de Bo- 
dieco, to supersede the authority of Gaspard Tochman, E<q.. 
aitorney and counsellor-at law, under the employment of 
the heira of General Thaddeus Kosciasko.” 


On motion by Mr. BRADBORY, the resolutions 
were laid on the table. , 
APPOINTMENT OF A POLICE OFFICER. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Turner, the 3lst July, came up for consideration: 





% Resolvell, That the President of the Senate appoint a || 


police officer to attend to the Senate and that portion of the 
building in its occupancy, to perform euch duties as he shall 
direct; and that he receive for his services the same amount 
of compensation as is allowed and paid the principal police 
of the Capitol.” 


On motion by Mr. TURNEY, the resolution 

was laid on the table. + 
LINES OF STEAMSHIPS. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Daves, of Massachusetts, on the 13th. instant, 
was taken up for consideration: 

*¢ Resolved, That the Postmaster General be instructed to 
communicate to the Senate such information as he pos- 
sevses in regard to the several lines of ocean steamers in 
the _ service of the United States, in the following par- 
tieulars: 

“< First, Has each line fulfilied the contract entered into 
with the United States; if not, in what does the delinquen- 
ey Consivt? 

“ Second. How many ships are in the service in each line, 
and how many does each contract require? 

‘ Third. How much money has been paid to each line, 
under vee lawa, and at what times, and how much remains 
to be pa ‘ 

Fourth. What is the aggregate of which has 
been derived to the Government from each line, and what 


fa the ee oe realized from —_ 
Pi ave mails been regularly and safely trans- 
ported and deliv according to the requirements of the 


law and the ins of the department?” 


Mr. DICKINSON. I call the attention of the 
Senator from Massachusetts to this resolution, 

Mr. DAVIS, of. Massachusetts. I think the 
information which is asked for in this resolution is 
very desirable to the Seriate, and indeed is neces- 
sary to enable them to act with intelligence u 
subjects which must necessarily be presented to 
them when the appropriation bill comes up. The 
Senator from New York, I believe, does not object 
to this view of the subject. He concurs with me 
in it, bat he thinks that this information will be 
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| that be so, I shall be satisfied, if it only comés to 


|| us in a form to enable us to see it and clearly to 


understand it. The Senator from New York, 1 
| believe, expects that this information will come in 
some manner through the Post Office Committee. 
| If, however, the information is prepared for other 
| purposes, it will be very little trouble to furnish it 
| directly to the Senate, and I am inclined to think 
| that it is best that it should come before us in that 
| form. The information adverted to by the Sena- 
_ tor from New York does not embrace one of the 
| lines. My desire is to embrace all the lines, and 
| that the Senate may know whether the contracts 
| have been executed, how many ships have been 
| put upon each line, the annual expenditure, and 
| the amount of money which has been paid up to 
| this time. If I can obtain that information, it is 
all I care for. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I*know of no earthly ob- 
| jection to the information being obtained, unless 
we have it already, as | suppose we have, and 
| therefore I called the attention of the Senator from 

Massachusetts to it. The only suggestion | made 
| in regard to this resolution, when it was offered, 
| was the usual one, that it lie over one day under the 
| rule, in the belief that we had substantially all that 
| it asked for before us and before a committee un- 
| der examination. The resolution having, how- 
| ever, now come up in regular order, I shall by no 
means object to its adoption, if the mover desires 


|| it. The information the Postmaster General com- 


| municated to the House, in answer to a resolution, 
in March last, as I think, covers the whole subject, 
| 80 far as regards the Chagres, Pacific, and other 


|| lines in that direction. It is a document got up 
|| with considerable labor, and embodies much of 
| detailed information; and, as that officer informs 


| us, contains all the knowledge he has upon the 
| subject. The resolution of the Senator from Lou- 


|| isiana embraces a much wider range, and was re- 


| ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads in May last. Perhaps they strictly 
cover the Bremen line, although it comes within 
the scope of the inquiry before the Post Office 
Committee; and besides: as to that line, the law, 
the contract, and the annual reports of the depart- 
ments, all before ag, show all that the departments 
know upon the subject. The Postmaster General, 
it is true, can duplicate the information he has al- 
ready given to the House, and send us what we 
already have, and more if he has it, without a 
great deal of trouble. My suggestion was merely 
| that it would be unnecessary to impose that labor 
| apon the Department, and increase the expense of 
| the Government, and unnecessarily multiply docu- 
ments, without additional information. As, how- 
ever, the mover of the resolution seems to think 
we may gain something by its passage, let it, by 
all means, be adopted. 

Mr. UPHAM. I believe that a resolution of 
| this character is now pending before the Commit- 
| tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, which was 
| introduced by the Senator from Louisiana. I have 
| understood the chairman of that committee to say 
that he had collected the facts in the case, and that 
he was about to make a report and give the infor- 
mation required by the Senator from Lousiana, 
[Mr. Downs 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. The difference 
is this: The resolution of the Senator from Louisi- 
ana is quite comprehensive, but it leaves out the 
Bremen line. In other respects, perhaps, it covers 
substantially the information which I require. 
The information which I desire is simply an. au- 
swer to the ingaigien which 1 propose, in a con- 
densed form. 1. do not expect a ee documen 
and I supposed the information could be furnis 
in a condensed form, so as to be of value to the 
Senate. And perhaps an additional reason why 
this resolution should pass, is, that it has got 
into the papers, as [ am informed, that there was 
an attempt being madé to smother this thing, and 
that my resolution had gone on to the table by 
some arrangement or other for that purpose. As 
my no such intention, and as I presume no other 
gentleman has, I prefer that the resolution should 


pass. 
Mr. DICKINSON. I certainly have not the 
least tion to it in the world. 
Mr. DOWNS. As has been stated by several 
mses, hice oe par ow a et 
on similar to the one submit e 
from Massachusetts. 4 








{ was not aware that the 
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'| furnished to the Senate from other sources. If 


Bremen line was omitted, though it is like! 
it may have been. At the suggestion of bie 
Senators at the time, I thought it best to ieedin 
the resolution so as to refer it to the Committee. y 
Naval Affairs, instead of calling on the Post oe 
Department for the information required ; but, a " 
think it important that we should have ir speci 
unless [ am assured by the chairman of the Navi 
Committee that we shall have an early report . 
the subject, I shall vote to call on the department 
It is important that we should have the information 
at once, in view of the fact that we shal! probabil. 
soon have the appropriation bill before us. y 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I think jt bette 
to let the information come directly before the 


Senate. 

Mr. YULEE. The Senator from Lovisian 
has misunderstood the reference of his resolution, 
It never came before the Naval Committee; jt wa, 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. DOWNS. I beg pardon; I thought it was 
| the Naval Committee. - The chairman of the Com. 
| mittee on the Post Office, I perceive, is not here 

this morning. 
The resolution was adopted. 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES, 


The PRESIDENT announced the next resoly. 

| tion in order to be that which was offered by Mr, 

Unpverwoop on the 22d instant, for the amend. 
ment of the rules of the Senate, as follows: 

“ Resolved, As an amendment to the rules, that a moting 
may be made to lay any proposition to amend a bill or reso. 
tion upon the table, and if it prevail, the proposed amend. 
ment shall be laid on the table, but the bill or resolution 
shall not go with it.’? 


Mr. BRADBURY. I move to lay the resoly. 
tion on the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I hope the Senator wii 
withdraw that motion for a moment, to allow me 
to say half a dozen words. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I will do so, if the Senator 
will renew the motion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will do it, but I shalj 
vote against it, the floor being obtained by me on 
a condition of that sort. The effect of that amend- 
ment will be to eneble us to get clear of long de- 
bates upon amendments to a bill or original reso. 
lution. It will have something of the effect of the 
previous question, though not wholly the same. 
It will separate the amendment from the original 
resolution, and it will bea great time-saver, and | 
hope the Senate will adopt it. 

I now renew the motion of the Senator to lay 
the resolution on the table, but I hope the Senate 
will vote against it. 

The question was taken on laying the resolution 
on the table, and there were ayes 13, noes 18. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the resolution. 

Mr. HUNTER. This is an important innova- 
tion upon our rules. 

Mr. BOTLER, (in his seat.) Very important. 

Mr. HUNTER. ‘It seems to me it is going to 
a very great length in departing from previous 
usages and ices in the Senate, in relation to 
this matter. It will have the effect of abridging 
debate to a great and alarming extent, as it appears 
to me; and not only that, but it will be impractica- 
ble. I have always found that a departure from 
old parliamentary law has involved us in difi- 
culty. What is this proposition? It is, that we 
should lay an amendment on the table and thus 
separate it from the bill to which it applies, and in 
oe with whi a is considered, This will 

in applying the previous question to one 
part of the raliacel not e the other. | 
feel sure that this is the first time such a pratice 
was ever »and that under such a rule we 
shall find serious inconveniences. This mat- 
ter of proposing amendments to a bill is often one 
of the ways of testing and ing a proposition, 
by bringing hem fete See jon with each other, 
and forcing comparisdns between the original vit 
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| mover of the amendment, I want to place it in the 
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er 
~ oied to the minority while the majority may 
ne long as they please. I think we had 
have the previous question at once than 
= a rule as this, for the previous question would 
a the debate on both sides, and thus be fairer 
: is operation. We have got along very well 
mth our present rule, Sometimes we may have 
edious debates and abuses of the privileges en- 
wed under the present rule, but I think it is far 
fetter to suffer these than to have the previous 
yestion applied. | believe these debates do much 
more good than harm. They tend to satisfy the 
-ountry With regard to the action of parties here; 
sod it will always afford some satisfaction to the 
minority to have had the right of speech, and they 
ill be far more content to be beaten if their views 
can be previously fully given. I think it will be 
peiter to adhere to the present rule than to depart 
fom one under which we have succeeded so fully, 
sad practiced so happily heretofore. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I did not expect to de- 
pate this question, but I must be permitted to make 
afew remarks in reply, This rule will not pro- 
hibit any gentleman, offering an amendment, from 
debating his proposition to amend. Whenever a 
bill or resolution is pending, and any one wishes 
to amend it, he obtains the floor to make his mo- 
tion to amend, and he can be heard. Courtesy, as 
well as the rules of the Senate, gives him the fullest 
latitude in being heard when he makes his propo- 
sition. After he shall have been heard as the 










































































body would feel inclined to act with less courtesy 
and patriotism than has been heretofore man- 
ifested, 1 should be inclined to oppose the mod- 
ification at present urged. I hail the idea which 
has been suggested by the honorable Senator from 
Virginia that it is desirable to promote concord 
and harmony. I hail it as a token of better times 
hereafter. Sem rejoiced to hear that language 
eoming from that honorable Senator; for I regard 
it, in coming from him, as being most significant. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have great distrust as to 
the propriety of invading any old parliamentary 
custom which has been practiced so long. There 
may be instances when it is desirable, for the sake 
of promoting the public interest, to get rid of de- 
bate; but those instances, | think, are very rare 
indeed in their occurtence. In my judgment, so | 
far from restricting or condemning full debate, we 
ought, as a general rule, rather to encourage it. 
Freedom of discussion is the great safety-valve of 
our institutions, and doubtless saves us from the 
commission of many an error. Many questions 
are brought before us here which, when first in- 
troduced, we do not understand, and in order that 
we may understand them we are led into research; 
and thus the mind of this body not only becomes 
enlightened, but that of the public also. Anxious 
as I sometimes am to see matters acted upon 
speedily, I am still unwilling to see the whole par- 
liamentary practice of the world overturned for 
the purpose of obtaining the end proposed. I 
shall therefore vote against this proposition in any 
form. 

Mr. FOOTE. I entirely concur in the views 
which have been so cogently urged by the honor- 
able Senator from New York; but! am not so 
averse as he seems to be to the modification of 
those rules of order which have been applied to 
the proceedings of this body. 1 take it for granted 
that these rules are not perfect, and that in many 
cases no great mischief will arise, where good rea- 
sons can be given for laying an amendment upon 
the table, in consequence of a modification of tins 
rule. The honorable Senator from New York is 
wrong if he supposes that this is an attempt to 
revolutionize the whole character of our rules, and 
to act in opposition to the whole history of parlia- 
mentary proceedings from the foundation of the 
world to the present time. It is merely to put an 
end to one of our rules which has had an injurious 
effect, so that we may be the better able to pre- 
serve the rest. The Scriptures emphatically re- 
commend that if our right arm offend us we must 
eut it off, or that if our eye offend us, we must 
pluck it out. And thus, according to that good 
maxim, it is better to save the whole system alive 
by reforming our rule in that particular, than, by 
adhering to that rulé, to permit the whole system 
to perish. It is objected ‘that such an amendment 
of the rule would produce inconvenience in prac- 
tice. Ido not think so. As to freedom of debate, 
Lamas warm an advocate for it as either the Sen- 
ator from New York or the Senator from Virginia 
can be. I believe that all the advantages alluded 
to by the honorable Senator from New York are 
from time to time obtained, so far as the debates 
in the House of Representatives are concerned, 
where they have the previous question. [ am not 
for limiting debate—not by any means; and this 
modification will not limit it, e shall still have 
an opportunity of discussing in a most extended 
manner the main proposition; while all those 
amendments which may be of such # nature as to 
do injustice to the main proposition can be laid 
upon the table. 

Taking this view ofthe matter, and believing, as 
I do, that the adoption of ‘this modification will 
tend to make oar debates more useful, and efficient, 
and instructive to the public, I am decidedly in fa- 


discretion of the Senate then to get clear of the 
amendment, if it pleases todo so. If the major- 
ity consider the proposition of such importance 
that they desire to entertain it for debate, they will 
not, if the motion is made, lay it on the table. 
You place the amendment in. that way, after the 
mover has been heard, within the power of the 
majority of the Senate. We know the usage and 
the rules of courtesy which prevail here; and if 
a gentleman shall be desirous of debating that 
amendment, the ordinary degree of courtesy will 
be extended to him. Every member of the Senate 
may expect such courtesy. But my proposition 
will have this effect: It will cut off the amendment 
from the main proposition, which was originally 
introduced. To that extent I think it will have a 
most beneficial effect. 

With reference to one idea suggested by the 
Senator from Virginia, that everything ought to be 
debated for the information of the country, and 
that we cannot consume too’ much time Fy fry 
I beg leave to differ with him. An idea has been 
occasionally suggested here, that the less we do 
the better, and the more we talk for the purpose of 
preventing action, the better. I am against all 
propositions of that sort. 1 think that the more 
we do the better, if we do it rightly, and the less 
we do the better, if we are to act improperly and 
erroneously. The idea that it is better to consume 
time in debate than in action, seems to be based 
upon the concession that everything we do is 
mostly wrong. If it has-come to this, that the ac- 
tion of the Senate of the United States is more 
oflen wrong, than right, it may be better to spend 
the time in debate instead of action. I think that 
the more we do the better it is for the country. 
This proposition does not prevent the Senate from 
acting correctly on every proposition which is sub- 
mitted, and the only effect it can possibly have, 
will be to separate the amendment from the origi- 
nal bill, when the majority may think it ought not 
to be added to the bill. he only effect will be to 
separate them, and allow the amendment to go 
upon the table, and not earry the original resolu- 
tion or bill with it according tothe old parliament- 
ary practice. wi 
t. FOOTE. I have no idea, Mr. President, 


of debating this question at any length, but I must || vor of the motion of the honorable Senator from 
say th tl have long been impressed with the || Kentucky. I do not think that it approximates to 
great inconvenience arising frora this rule. I never || the previous question. I think the two proposi- 
have heard any good reason given for permitting || tions are wholly different from each other. 
an improper am ne whieh is o Mr. DOUGLAS. I cannot vote for this propo- 
by hildy told open thd tables tosdengrahes era. 40. char grevious: Gosstinmcr-hib-paprotion, 00 
vein u ¢, to: a ta jjto t vious question, tion, as 
Meritorious bill. ‘But I do know chases ‘was justly observed by the heensinable Gone Senator from 


Virginia, [Mr. Howrer,} would enable the Senate 


to debate one side of a question without debati 
the passage of useful measares. ff I the other side. A gentleman could offer an amend- 
that a modification of this rule would produce || ment and make a speech upon it; and then a mo- 
cian anhappy effect. to-which the honorable tion to lay the amendment on the table may be 
ator from Virginia [Mr. Hunter) bas referred— || carried, and thus preclude any answer from being 
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which it is of importance should be answered. 
Thus, then, clearly, under the rule thus modified, 
you can debate one side of a question and not the 
other. 
then be in the power of the Senate to bring a de- 
bate toa conclusion whenever it may be desirous 
to do so. 
erality prevailing in this body, we may be well 
assured that a call for the previous question will 
not be sustained until the body had become tired 
of the debate ; and that, I think, Senators will gen- 
erally agree would not be antil the subject was 
pretty well exhausted. For that season | would 
much prefer the previous question to this moJe of 
laying an amendment on the table. 
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If you adopt the previous question it will 


With the well-known courtesy and lib- 


Again: should this proposition to modify thia 


rule prevail, you will not then be able to stop de- 
bate when you may desire to do so. 
that it will remedy the evil which it is designed to 
remedy. 
on the main question when you may wish to do 
so, and for that reason I am unwilling to vote for 
it. Lam willing to vote for any proposition for 
the adoption of the previous question—not that | 
would often be willing to sustain a call for it; but 
I desire to see this body having the power of com- 
ing to a vote on any given day that may be indi- 
eated in the future, so that we might make our 
arrangements to have a vote certain on such aday,. 
if the Senator from Kentucky will modify his 
proposition so as toembrace the previous question, 
I will vote for it. 


Ido not see 


It will not enable you to come to a vote 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. 


1 am not willing to have 


the fate of my proposition decided upon reason- 


ings which, | think, are susceptible of very plein 
answers. The honorable Senator from lilinota 
{Mr. Dovexas] proposes to establiah the previous 
question as one of the rules of the Senate, That 

roposition has been laid upon the table. We 
im got clear of it; and now the Senator opposes 
my proposition, which would accomplish some of 
the purposes which he seemed to have had in 
view; and he is unwilling to go for it because it 
does not go the whole way. In other words, he 
reverses the old adage, and thinks that ‘ half a 
loaf is worse than no bread.’’ 

Now, what has he urged aga reason against my 
proposition? He alleges that it will allow debare 
on the one side, and curtail or prevent it on the 
other. The gentleman has been a member of the 
Houee of Representatives as well as myself, and 
does he not see that, where the previous question 
does prevail, it is very often a common practice 
for a gentleman to get apand make a speech, and 
conclude that speech with a motion for the pre- 
vious question? And does he not know, too, that 
propositions are sometimes carried by calls of that 
sort? But is it not in the power of the House of 
Representatives, and would it not be in the power 
of the Senate, to prevent a gentieman from making 
his speech and putting a stop to debate, so as to 
prevent his speech from being answered? Cer- 
tainly it would. We all know very well that if 
a gentieman should rise and make a speech which 
was calculated to delude the country, or to pro- 
duce an improper impression as to what were the 
general sentiments of the body, gentiemen would 
not call for the previous question; nor would they, 
in such case, tolerate a motion to lay an amend- 
ment upon the table, in pursuance of the rule 
which | propose to establish, until that speech 
should be answered, and the probability of crea- 
ting these evil impressions be thus removed. The 
whole of the gentieman’s argument appears to me 
to go upon the idea that, after hearing a speech 
which may be calculated to mislead or to deceive, 
we lack either the ability or the patriotism, or per- 
haps both, to eure an evil of thatso®&. Why, sir, 
can an argument of that sort prevail? Must we 
not su that the intelligence and patriousm of 
the Senate would not permit the country to be 
misled by any improper speech or argument de- 
livered here without its receiving a proper answer ? 
Certainly; and ifthe gentleman would only have 
that ener which | have, and which | sup- 
pose he has too—for | only suppose that these 
remarks of his were an off-hand shot, in which he 
missed the mark—of the general good sense of 
this body; if he only had that esteem for us, which 
1 cannot help thinking he has, he must know that 
we would not permit any one to make an improper 
and deseptive argument, which might be calculated 
to prodace mischief in the country, without allow- 
ing it to be answered. The only effect of the 
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amendment of the rule, therefore, is to put these || a progress’’ to which the honorable Senator from 
amendments and the debate upon them within the || Kentucky alludes is as applicable to that law as to 


power of this body, when the members of the Sen- 
ate themselves may conceive them to be 680 irrele- 
vant and improper as nowto be permitted to occupy 
the time and attention of the Senate in their con- 


we might give ita trial. | know that there are a 


great many persons who are opposed to all inno- | 


vation; but there is a “ progress" party who are 
sometimes in favor of innovations, if, by making 


auch innovations, we can make any ‘ progress.’’ | 


But if we are to continue under the old rule of 





laying apon the table any proposition because an | 
amendment to it may be voted to be laid upon the | 


table, we shall make no legislative progress. 
disposed to try this method in order to see how it 
will operate. 
duce beneficial results. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
Premdent, if this resolution should pass. 
that a partial majority will always regard anything 


as an inconvenience that may stand in their way. (| 
be || 


I have no doubt that such a majority would 
very willing to remove all the lets and hindrances 


to our proceedings with a view to obtain their end || 


at_once, and in the simplest way possible. But, 
sir, | have great respect for all those inconvenien- 
ces which have been alluded to. 
have a beneficial, a considerative operation. 
should be truly sorry if, by the adoption of a sys- 
tem of rules merely for the purpose of economi- 
zing time, we should get into the habit of allowing 
measures to pass with too much rapidity. There 
is more danger in celerity of degislation than there 
is in any of the delays to which our rules may 
subject us. These very delays constitute, in a 
great measure, the excellence of our system, and 
distinguish it from monarchical and other arbitrary 
Governments. Here we have two.separate Houses 
through which all legislative measures must pass, 
so thet the rights of the nation may be guarded. 
And as it regards the administration of justice, we 
have trial by jury, with all its accompanying inci- 
dents, so that the rights of the individual may be 
guarded; a system, it is true, which is almost un- 
intelligible to continental nations, but the value and 
excellence of which we have fully tested. They 
can scarcely understand it. This very complica- 
tion of proceedings constitutes their excellence; 
and thus in requiring a bill to be read three times, 
and in enabling an amendment to control a bill, 
we have one of our greatest securities. If you re- 
move all this apparent complication, what do you 
do? You subject a minority to the arbitrary will 
of a majority for the time being, because, so far as 
regards any amendment, this rule will operate pre- 
cisely as a call of the previous question. A gen- 
tleman may rise and offer an amendment which is 
perhaps not altogether acceptable tothe body. He 
discusses it; and an impatient majority, wishing 
to bring the question to an end, moves that the 
amendment be laid upon the table. No matter 
how important the mover of the amendment may 
regard it; no matter how important the minorit 
may regard it, its importance is not to be devel- 
oped by discussion. | ask gentlemen, then, to 
pause before they adopt this modification. 1 con- 
tend that this complication in our rules operates 
well, it operates so as to delay legislation; to ar- 
rest attention; and to prevent that fearful celerity 
to an end which is sometimes obtained without 
due consideration. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I merely wish to 
say one word, and that is to express the high 
gratification Which [ feel on finding that we have 
got so able a convert to the new doctrine of 
** pragresa’? as the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky. 

spe Iam inclined to be of the same opinion 
as the Senator from Kentucky. I have no belief 
in this parliamentary law as being the best law in 
the world, — this nation would — — 
without it, ere is ** progress”’ in that law, as 
welt as in any other, and I think we have no 
right to say that we wiil not change it because it 
has been practiced in the House of Representatives 
and in the Senate. We should make a rational 
inquiry into the matter, and not avow that we will 
support the present rule because it has been long 
in use. fam not frightened at the idea of innova- 
tion or change in out parliamentary law. The 


| 
I shall very much regret, Mr. | 


All these delays | 
I) 


I cannot but think that it will pro- || 


I know | 


| 








| 


it 


t , \| changed, or that it is the best law that ever was 
sideration. That io the object I had in view in | 


proposing it; and I do think that if it were adopted | 
it would operate beneficially. At any rate I think | 


|| clothe an old one. 
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any other law; and | suppose we have scarcely 
got a stationary Senator upon this floor— so sia- 
tionary as to say that the law never shall be 


or ever can be continued in operation. 

Mr. President, | am a friend to freedom of dis- 
cussion; but, at the same time, I must be per- 
mitted to say that I believe that the people of this 
country know a great deal which they have never 
learned from Congress; and | further believe that 
they are fully competent to discuss every question 
that arises here. That is my belief; and if I had 
not that belief, my doubts as to the stability and 
excellence of our institutions would be much 
greater than they now are. That is my opinion 
as to the capabilities of the American people. 
Still, lam perfectly willing to sustain freedom of 
discussion. 

But I heard the honorable Senator from South 
Carolina just now talk about the celerity of our 
movements, after we have been here nine months 
and done nothing. Why, sir, if that be celerity, 
I should like to know what slowness is. (Laugh- 
ter.) It is well known that the slowness of our 
movements is a matter of reprobation from one end 
of the country to the other. Do you believe that 
when a matter has been discussed here daily for 
two or three weeks by minds fully illaminated, we 
do not understand the subject? Why, sir, many 
of those questions which we have discussed here 
are so well understood that, if Solomon were tc 
come down with all his wisdom, he could not aug- 
gest a new idea, or even a new word in which to 
The subject is exhausted; and 
yet we are to be told that the American people 
do not understand it, and we are to go on discuss- 
ing it. 

Now, I have nothing to do with the mechanical 
part of this business. I do not see how that can af- 
fect the freedom ‘of discussion. Hereis an amend- 
ment to a bill which, ifa motion to lay that amend- 
menton the table should prevail, carries the bill 
with it. It is proposed so to alter the rule as to ob- 
viate this carrying a bill with an amendment in such 
acase, And it seemsto me that such an alteration, 
instead of limiting discussion, will promote it. I 
do not see how it is'to stop discussion at all. It 
seems to me both natural and proper that, if you 
have a bill under consideration, and have had an 
amendment to it discussed for a certain length of 
time, you should dispose of that amendment, so 
as to allow the Senate to proceed to the consider- 
ation of the main question. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President,I did not speak 
of celerity having its hazards; but I spoke of de- 
lay having its advantages. And perhaps the Sen- 
ator from Michigan and myself have taken very 
different views of measures which have been sus- 
pended. I may think that it would have been bet- 
ter for the country if some of the measures which 
have occupied our time had been delayed forever, 
and neve: nad passed. And the Senator from 
Michigan may think it would have been better 
had they passed in a single day, upon a single 
reading, and perhaps without a single speech. 

Mr. CASS, (in his seat.) [ beg pardon. 

Mr. BUTLER. Iam for delay when T think 
mischievous measures likely to pass. The Senator, 
not thinking them mischievous, might wish them 
to be passed in a singleday. Here is a difference 
of opinion between the Senator and myself. Per- 
haps history will have to decide whether it would 
have been better for us to have legislated quickly, 
or to have dalayed much longer than we have, 
upon some measures to which he has alluded. 

But I had no idea of alluding to those partic- 
ular measures when I spoke of the parliamentary 
principle. The delay in reference to these meas- 
ures has perhaps grown out of the subject rather 
than anything else. I do not suppose that the 
facility which may be effected by this resolution 
will bea very wise counsellor for us. I know 
that a majority may adopt it very — Bat I 
choose to regard every one of those delays inci- 
dent to our legislation as the best security of 
which I can avail myself as belonging to a mi- 


nority. 

Me CASS. I merely wish to say a word by 
way of explanation. hen I spoke I alluded to 
\yo particular measures at all. | merely said that 
we were approaching the tenth month of the ses- 
sion, and yet we had done almost nothing. 




















on the table for the present, in ord 
order of the day. “ ; iy 


the day, I desire the Senate to ta 
suppress the slave trade in the District of Cy 
bia, for the purpose of fixing an early day 

| consideration. 


taken up. 


| IT wish to vropose such a day as will 

agreeable to the Senate. 
the special order for Monday next, at twaiy, 
o’clock. 
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Mr. SHIELDS. I move to lay this resolution 


Call up the 
The motion was agreed to. 

SLAVE TRADE IN DISTRICT OF CoLUMEI, 
Mr. CLAY. Before proceeding to the Orders of 

© UP the bill tp 

lum. 

for its 

agreed to, and the bill Wag 


Mr. CLAY. The bill being before the Sena: 


be Most 
be Made 


The motion was 


I move that it 


Mr. FOOTE. Tam in favor of that motion, by: 


Thold in my hand an amendment which 1 desire 


present, in order that it may be printed. 
The amendment was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. PEARCE. I also have an amendmen 
which I desire to submit to the Senate for th, 


same purpose. 


The amendment was received informally, anj 


ordered to be printed. 


Mr. ATCHISON. Mr. President, by way of 


| a test vote in relation to this bill, I move to lay it 


upon the table, and on that motion I call for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken were: M 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Barnwell, Berrien, Butler 
Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Downs, Houston, Hunter’ 
Mason, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Soulé, Turney, and Yy. 
lee—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Brad. 
bury, Bright, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Davis of 
Massachusvtts, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Dodge of Towa, Douglas, Ewing, Felch, Foote, Greene, 
Hamlin, Jones, King, Mangum, Pearce, Phetps, Shields, 
Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, Wales, 
Winthrop, and Whitcomb—36. 


So the bill was not Jaid upon the table. 
Mr. RUSK. Lhope the Senator from Kentucky 
will modify his motion so as to make this bill the 


| special order for one o’clock, instead of twelve, 


We have several important bills upon the table 


_ which we have been hitherto unable to reach, and 


we have this morning received two important ap- 
propriation bills from the House of Representa. 


| tives, which will require our early attention. By 


making the bill now before the Senate the special 
order for one o'clock, the Senate will have two 
hours each day for its general business. 

Mr. CLAY. Iam always disposed to ‘ com- 
promise,” and I should be quite willing to fix one 
o’clock, if it would be more convenient to the 
Senate; but I really cannot suppose that the bill 
will give rise to much discussion. I hope it will 
not occupy the Senate one hour, 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was 
made the special order for Monday next, at twelve 
o’clock. 

BOUNTY LAND BILL. 

Mr. SHIELDS. _ I move to postpone the prior 
special orders for the purpose of taking up the bil 
‘* granting bounty land to certain officers and sol- 
diers who have been engaged in the military service 
of the United States.” It is a.bounty land bill 
which the House has in a liberal spirit, but 
which has heretofore kept back in the Senate 
for the purpose of allowing other important 
measures to pass. I hope it will be received in the 
same spirit which actuated the House, and that it 
will be considered and disposed of. — 

Mr. BRADBURY. [I perceive, from the man- 
ner in which business is » that it will be 
impossible ever to reach the business on the table. 
I hope that we may be permitted to take up the 
special orders in their order, and di of them 
without departing from that order. 1 moved this 
morning to lay on the table a resolution by which 
i to change the rules of the Senate, 
ving an opportunity to explain my 
reasons at the time it was ing; I wish, there- 
fore, aun Nene that I did it because I desired 
that we might have an opportunity to get throug! 
with the business in its regular order. 1 think it 
is too inte im the session, and that we have too 
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Mr. SHIELDS. I do not wish to waste the 
ie of the Senate in debate, and { will only say 
at this bill has been kept back in the committee, 
though pressed most earnestly by the House, for 


the purpose of permitting the fugitive alave bill 


and others of that character to pass. 
mined not to interfere with the progress of those 
important measures, and | now appeal to the liber- 
ality of the Senate to take up and dispose of this 


We deter- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





of the Indian wars since 1790; and each of the (surviving) 
commissioned officers who were in the military 
service of the United States in the late war with Mexico, 
shall be entitled, for twelve months’ service, to one huan- 
dred and sixty acres of land; for six months’ service, to 
eighty acres of land; and for three months’ service, to forty 
acres of land: person so having been in ser- 


| vice shall not receive said Jand, or any part. thereof, if it 


shall appear by the muster rolls of his regiment or corps 
that he deserted or was dishonorably discharged from ser- 


} vice, or if he has received or is entitled to any jand bounty 


pill, which I think can be done in a very short | 


ume. 


Mr. DOWNS. 


I have not examined this bill, | 
and therefore do not know at present the course || 


which [ shall pursue in regard toit. [tis undoubt- | 


eiiy a bill of great importance, and will perhaps Il efabr aden aurea 


HT 


iverisetoconsiderable discussion. f would there- 
fre suggest to the Senator from Illinois, whether 


it jg not better to make it the special order for | 


come particular time? We certain!y cannot get 


through with it now, and | am disposed, therefore, || 
to proceed with the current business of the Senate, | 


snd dispose of that while the opportunity offers. 
| acree with the Senator from Maine, [Mr. Brap- 


pcay,] that it is time we should take up the calen- || 


Jarand act on it, which I believe we have not done | 


this session, Everything has been taken up out 
ofitsorder. If the Senator will designate a par- 
ticular day for the consideration of this bill, I will 
agree to it, but I cannot consent to act upon it thus 
guddenly. 

Mr. CASS. 
take up this bill, inasmuch as it concerns a vast 
number of persons who have rendered important 
services to the Government, and is simply a prop- 
osition to give them land, as has been given to 
others under similar circumstances. It was debated 
in the House a month or six weeks ago, and I 
venture to say that if it be postponed for another 
day, there is not one member of the Senate who 
will look more into the eet than he has already 
done. 
mence and go on with it now as at any time. I 
repeat, it affects a vast number of very worthy 


men, 

Mr. BADGER. I desire merely to say, that if 
this bill can be disposed of in the course of the 
next half hour, | for one have no objection to its 
being taken up; but it is in the recollection of Sen- 
ators that when we adjourned yesterday, it was 
with the understanding that at one o’clock to-da 
the Senate would resume the consideration of Ex- 
ecutive business, and finish the work so auspi- 
ciously commenced yesterday. If the bill, as I 
suppose will be the case, will give rise to opposi- 
tion, it will, for the purpose I speak of, the Execu- 
tive session, be fatal; and I hope, therefore, the 
Senate will not take it up. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Iam really sorry to find so 
much opposition to the taking up of this bill. We 
have consumed almost as much time in discussing 
mere preliminary questions as would have served 
to dispose of the measure. This bill, on my mo- 
tion, was made the special order for yesterday, 
and in order not to interfere with other matters, it 
was allowed to lie on the table, and now this 
morning has been consumed in a similar way. 
The Senate seem disposed not to consider it. 

Mr. CASS. Call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Really, I think there is not 
much chance here fora modest man. { will say 
to my friends from North Carolina and Louisiana, 
that if, after the amendments proposed by the 
committee are adopted, the bill gives rise to dis- 
cussion, | will immediately consent ‘to the post- 
ponement of its further consideration to another 
day. All 1 ask now is an opportunity to amend 
it, a8 proposed by the committee. 

The motion to postpone the prior orders pre- 
vailed, and the bill was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. SHIELDS, The Committee on the Public 

nds have reported several amendments, in which 
they ask the concurrence of the Senate. 

The first amendment was then read, being to 
strike out the word “* who,” in the first section, 
and insert in lieu thereof the words, “‘ whose name 

has been returned on muster rolls, or in any other 
official manner to the War Department, as having,” 
80 that the section will read: 


in an er in the corette of 
Unie Sts nthe wt with Grea’ Brin 
by the United States on the 18th day of June, 1812, or in any 


" 


| 
| 


i! 


: nore tse Senate, wal en ] shall have served as aforesaid, and who shall not have re- 


under any act of Congress heretofore passed.’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The second amendment —to insert the word 
‘surviving,’ which we have placed between 
| brackets, before the words ‘‘commissioned offi- 
cers who were engaged in the military service,” 


The third amendment waa to insert the words 
in italics, and to strike out the words between 
' brackets, in the second section, which is as follows: 

* Sec. 2. and be it further enacted, That each commis- 
sioned and non-commissioned officer, musician, or private, 
for whom provision is made by the first section hereof, shall 
receive a certificate or warrant from the Department of the 
| Interior for the quantity of land to which he may be entitled, 
and which may be located by the warrantee or his heirs-at- 
| law, at any land office of the United States, in one body, 
and in conformity to the legal subdivisions of the public 
| lands, upon any of the public lands in such district then 
subject to private entry; and upon the return of such cer- 


| tificate or warrant, with evidence of the location thereof 
having been legally made, to the General Land Office, a 
| patent shall be issued therefor. In the event of the death of 


|| any commissioned or non-commissioned officer, musician, 


or private, prior or subsequent to the passage of this act, who 


| ceived bounty land for said services, a like certificate or 
warrant shall be issued in favor and inure to the benefit of 


|| his widow, but not to her heirs, nor to the heirs of such com- 


I think we are as fully competent to com- | 





| 


| 


| missioned or non-commissioned officer, soldier, or musician : 


|| Provided, She [was married to such officer or soldier before 


| the concinsion of his service, and) is unmarried at the date 
| of her application: Prorided, » That no land warrant 

issued under the provisions of this act shall be laid upon any 

land of the United States to which there shall be a pre- 
emption right, or upon which there shall be an actual set- 
| tlement and cultivation, except with the consent of such 
settler, to be satisfactorily proven to the proper land officer.”’ 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The fourth amendment was to insert after the 
words “issue of,’’ in the third section, the words 
‘« the patent or certificate of entry on,”’ so that the 
section would read: 

“Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That all sales, mort- 

os, letters of attorney, or other instruments of writinge 

going to affect the title or claim to any warrant or certificate 
hereinbefore provided for, made or executed prior to tht 
issue of the patent or certificate of entry on such warran, 
or certificate, shall be null and void to all intents and pur- 
poses whatsoever ; nor shall such certificate or warrant, or 
the land obtained thereby, be in anywise affected by, or 
charged with, or subject to the payment of any debt or 
| claim incurred by such officer or soldier priorto the issuing 
| of the patent: Provided, That the benefits of this act shall 
| not recrue to any person who is a member of the present 
| Congress.”” 
| Mr. DOWNS. I would suggest that this 
amendment will be of very little effect, because 
if you allow the transfer to be made at any stage 
of the proceeding before the title to the land is 
absolutely vested in the grantee, speculators can 
always evade it. I would suggest that the words 
| “Sor certificate of entry”’ be stricken out, so as to 
| preventany transfer. 

Mr. SHIELDS. This matter was fully con- 
sidered in committee, and the only restrictions 
| thought reasonable were such as would prevent 
| any disposition of the scrip until the land became 

the property of the individual. When the man 
enters the land and gets his certificate, the land is 
absolutely his, and the issuing of the patent de- 
pends on the officer, and not.on the individual, and 
im some instances it is kept back for five or six 
years. I have no objection tothe rejection of the 
amendment, except that it would produce great 
deal of inconvenience in cases where the officer 
was notable to issue the patent when the indi- 
vidual entering the land calls for it. . 

The amendment was agreed to. : 

The fifth amendment was then read, being to 
insert at the end of the bill the following proviso : 

«“ Provided, further, That every person who may be enti- 
tled, under the provisions of this act, to receive a certificate 
or warrant for bounty land, shall be allowed the option to 
receive such certificate or lean hee a Treasury scrip for 
#100, where the q of land is 160acres, $50 where the 
quantity is 80 acres, $25 where the quantity is 40 acres; 
said to bear an interest of 6 per cent. per annum, pay- 
able semi-annually, and redeemable at the pleasure of the 
Government.” 

Mr. BADGER. I hope the Senats will not 
concur in we one The mre of eihen- 
proposes to dispose now not how much, 
nobody can foresee, of the public lands; and then 

this provision is to enable the persons who may 
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be entitled, numerous as they undeubtedly are, to 
the benefit of the previous partof the law, to de- 
mand a sum of money in liea thereof, and thus 
create an enormous public debt at their option, 
Now, really it seems to me, however our friends 
may seem disposed to give away the public lands 
to all who may have participated in any and all of 
our wars, great and small, since the beginning of 
our Government, they ought not to be willing, in 
the present state of the exchequer and in the pres- 
ent prospect of the country, to create this immense 
national debt. 1 hope the Senate will notconeurin 
the amendment. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I would state to the Senator 
from North Curolina that the sum of money is very 
inconsiderable when compared with the amount of 
land, and that the man who will select the money 
will suffer a great disadvantage. I will also state 
that we have copied this amendment from the pro- 
visions of a former law,and that the experience 
under that law has shown that little or no money 
has thus beenclaimed. It ia, however, a matter 
of very little importance, and I am not strenuous 
in regard to the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Iconcur with the Senator 
from North Carolina in what he has said on this 
subject. My recollection as to former laws grant- 
ing bounty lands, is, that they were Lenerally 
passed during the war, and particularly that with 
Mexico; and I can remember no grant of such 
lands made subsequent to the war. It was a part 
of the consideration and inducement for men to 
enter the army during the war, and particalarly 
was it a part of the pay of soldiers serving in the 
war with Mexico. Now this bill proposes a gra- 
tuity, and these lands are to be given for services 
not to be rendered, but which have been heretofore 
rendered during all the wars in which we have 
been engaged since 1793. I think;sir, thus con- 
sidered, the two cases are entirely different, and 
that there is no analogy between grants of lund 
made to induce enlistments, or for men to enter 
voluntarily the service of the United States during 
the existence of a war, and grants of land for ser- 
vices which have been heretofore rendered. In 
addition to this, we treat our lands as of but little 
value to the Government, and we grant them for 
almost every and any purpose for which they may 
be asked. It is an object for the Government to 
convert the public lands into private property, but 
it certainly is no object for the Government to 
transfer the money in the Treasury into the pockets 
of individuals. I shall therefore oppose thie 
amendment. One great reason which induces me 
to favor this bill is, that I believe it to be the true 
policy of this Government to convert its public 
domain into private property, convinced that it is 
for the interest of the General Government, and 
the States and Territories in which these lands lie. 
I would not vote for this compensation if the prop- 
osition was an independent one, and I will not vote 
for this bill if it is included in it! TI have two rea- 
sons now for supporting the bill; one is, that per- 
haps there is something due to the soldiers of the 
war of 1812, and the various Indian wars; and the 
other is, that it is the policy of our Government te 
get rid of the public lands upon almost any terme. 
It cannot, however, be contended that it is the pol- 
icy of our Government to contract an enormous 
debt, or to get rid of the money we may have in 
the Treasury. [ trust, therefore, that the Senate 
will not concur in the amendment which has been 
pronosed. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I have stated that this mat- 
ter was fully discussed in committee, and in that 
discussion I took somewhat the view which gen- 
tlemen in opposition to this amendment have. In 
my opinion, experience has shown that the scrip 
is always more valuable than the right to draw 
money out of the Treasury; that is, the man can 
always sell his scrip for much more money than 
he is allowed to draw from the Treasury. But if 
there is any considerable objection to the bill, on 
the account of this amendment, I, for one, shall 
not hazard its success by insisting on its being in- 
serted. Ido not wish to cause any demand on 
the Treasury, but I believe that these soldiers, who, 
my friend from Missouri says, perhaps are entitled 
to something, are really entitled to a great deal; 
and that, at all cvents, we ought to give them a 
little public land. I have no desire, for one, to 
insist upon this amendment. 

Mr. FELCH. 1 ama member of the commit- 
tee which reported this amendment, and I wish to 
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asy 2 word in regard to it before the vote is taken. 
I have no particular tenacity to retain it, or desire | 


to hazard the bill by insisting upon any amend- | 


ment which may not meet the approbation of the 
Senate; but there are one or two considerations 
connected with this proposition to which | wish 
te. call the attention of the Senate. This last 
clause, providing for the drawing of money out of 


the Treasury instead of receiving grants of public | 
land, is in accordance with the provisions of the | 


law granting bounty lands for services in the Mex- 
ican war. It was notin the law granting bounty 
lands to the soldiers in the last war with Great 
Britain. Under the provisions of that law the sol- 
dier was entitled to his land and nothing else. He 
was not able to dispose of his warrant at all; he 
could only receive a patent for it, and then dispose 
of that patent the same as any other person could. 

Under the provisions of the bill in reference to 
ihe Mexican war, the case was different. The 
soldier was authorized to sell his warrant or to re- 
ceive his money at the rate of one half the min- 
ium price of the public lands to which he was en- 
titled. Under the provisions of this bill, without 
this amendment, the soldier is not enabled to sell 
his warrant at all, He can only dispose of the | 
land after he has received it, the same as any per- 
son who has received a patent. The object was | 
to prevent the soldier from selling his warrant pre- 
vious to his application for a patent. And asa 
further inducement for him not to do so, this 
amendment proposes to allow him to draw from | 
the Treasury a sum of money equal to one half of | 
the minimum price of the land to which he is en- 
titled, and in that way toenable him to convert | 
his claim more readily into money. It seems to 
be supposed that this will be a mere giftof money 
from the Treasury, and nota compensation or do- 
nation made in land. But that is not the view 
which I take of it, The land given away by this 
bill will reduce precisely that amount the quantity | 
of land which the General Government will sell, 
and consequently will reduce the amount of money 
received from that source into the Treasury. 

The history of our land sales, Batya is since | 
the grant of Mexican bounty lands, shows that 
just in proportion as the lands are entered under 
warrants of this description, just in that propor- 
tiou is there diminution in the receipts into the 
Treasury from the sales of those lands. The 
lands proposed to be granted by this bill will prob- 
ably amount to two and a half millions of acres, 
which amount is to be cut off from the sales of 
public lands, and of course will diminish the re- 
ceipts of the Treasury to that extent. What will 
be the operation of this on the fiscal affairs of 
the Government? If the whole amount of this 
land should be entered the next year the Govern- 
ment could not make any sales, for the whole 
amount ia market would be covered by these en- 
tries. But suppose this amendment be adopted ? 
The amount allowed in it. in lieu of the land is 
one half the present minimum price, and the con- 
sequence would be that we should pay out of the 
‘Treasury only one half the sam which we would 
pay if all the entries of land were made. That is 
precisely the operation of the amendment, With- 
out it we should pay to the soldier the whole of 
the minimum price of the lands entered, or the 
receipts into the Treasury would be diminished to 
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that extent, and with it, whenever the money was 
taken in preference to the land, we should pay 
only one half the minimum price, and the receipts 
into the ‘Treasury be increased to,that.extent. | 
have, bowever, no tenacity for the amendment, 
and {| have merely presented the considerations 
which induce me to favor it, If they meet with 
the favor of the Senate they will perhaps adopt 
the amendment; if they do not they will, of course, 
reject ti. 

Mr, BADGER. The hour of one has now 
nearly arrived, and it must be obvious to the hon- 
orable Senator from [linois that we cannot pass 
this bill this morning. In pursuance of the sug- 
gestion he made, I therefore move that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed till to-mor- 


row. 

Mr. EWING. Let us take the vote on the 
amendment first, 

Mr. SHIELDS. I would ask the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina to withdraw that 
motion uatil the vote is taken on this amendment. 
i have given up the amendment and have no wish 
to discuss it, 
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Mr. BADGER. | Well, I will withdraw it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the bill will be post- 
poned, so that we may all have an opportunity to 
examine it and this amendment. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Very well, I yield. 

The further consideration of the subject was 
then postponed till to-morrow. 

THE SLAVE TRADE. 

On the motion of Mr. BRADBURY, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the resolution 
which he submitted on the 22d instant, which was 
modified by the mover. So that it reads thus: 


“ Resolved, That the President be requested to lay before 
the Senate, if not in his judgment incompatible with the 
public interest, a copy of a dispateh to the Seeretary of 
State, dated January, 8, 1850, from Mr. Tod, Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of Bra- 
zil, and of the letter of Mr. Parks, late Conaul at Rio 
Janeiro, accompanying the same, together with sueh other 
dispatches from said Envoy as rélate to the subject of the 
slave trade.’ 


Mr. BRADBURY. I will merely state that I 
understand the communication referred to to re- 
late to the subject of the slave trade, and to con- 
tain valuable suggestions, which may be of impor- 
tance in enabling us to provide laws for the sup- 
pression of the traffic. Ficetnne there will be no 
objection to the passage of the resolution. 

The resolution was adopted. 


On motion by Mr. BADGER, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness; and after some time spent therein, the doors 
were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspar, August 29, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. 

Mr. GRINNELL moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the House had yesterday referred to the 
Committee on Commerce the Senate bill relative 
to the printing of the annual report on commerce 
and navigation. 

After a word or two of conversation between 
Messrs. GRINNELL and WENTWORTH— 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
reconsidered. 

The bill being thus brought before the House, 

And the question being upon concurring with 
the Senate in their amendment, it was put, and car- 
ried in the affirmative. 

Mr. McCLERNAND called for the regular 
order of the day. 

‘““BUNDELCUND,” &c. 

The SPEAKER announced, as the regular order, 
the report made yesterday by the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Sranxiy,] from the select 
committee relative to the interference of officehold- 
ers under the last Administration in elections, and 
his resolation directing the Speaker to issue his 
warrant to the Sergeant-at-arms to bring to the bar 
of the House Thomas Ritchie and C. P. Seng- 
stack, to answer for an alleged contempt of the 
House. : 

Mr. FITCH said: It may not be improper for 
me to commence by apologizing to the House for 
consuming any portion of its time, at this late day 
of the session, with many im>ortant matters yet 
awaiting its action, in discussing a matter of so 
little practical utility aa any report from the “* Bun- 
delound’’? committee. If, however, the mornin 
hour is not consumed by me in this discussion, it 
will be by some other member in one equally un- 
profitable, or in receiving reports from other se- 
leet committees upon matters equally uninteresting 
to the country, and equally destitute of any prac- 
tical importance. It is not my intention to answer 
the “ surprise’’ of the gentleman from Maryland, 
[Mr. Evans,] relative to the yesterday’s course of 
the gentleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. Hin- 
BARD.) The latter gentleman is more than com- 
petent to take care of himself, as the gentleman 
from Maryland can satisfy himself whenever he 
chooses to provoke him to a “ pass at arms.” It 
is not permitted me by the rules of the House, 
although myself a member of the committee, to 
advert to its action in the committee room. I ean, 
however, call the attention of the House to the 
manner of its origin, and to the phraseology of 
the resolution under which it was appointed. 

That resolution, as is weil known, was intro- 
duced by an honorable member from North Caro- 
lina, [Mr. Srawzy,] the chairman of the commit- 
tee. Itis not known, however, what war the ob- 
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ject in originating the committee. That ob; 


there was any, remains yet a myste me 
ably ever wil : locked within tke oe re. 


chairman. Ali thesagacity, industry, an 
of the Whig ane a the nee 
pecially of the chairman, jane he possesses 
small amount of these qualities,) were emplo ad 
for weeks in conducting the investigation Provided 
for by the resolution. If the evidence in that ; 
veatigetion is ever made public, the following a 
will be found to have been elicited: First, i, will 
be seen that Mr. Burke has been discovered ; 
be the author of the “‘ Bundelcund” papers ! This 
fact was elicited by the examination and cross. 
examination of some ten to twenty witneases! The 
importance of the labors.of the committee, in thig 
instance, can only be appreciated by bearing jn 
mind that the authorship of these papers was 
known from Maine to Florida more than a year be. 
fore this committee was appointed; was known by 
Mr, Burke’s public announcement that he was the 
author, and by the appearance of his name, as 
such, upon the title-page of the pamphlet edition! 
Another fact brought to light by the indefatigable 
research of the Whig (majority) portion of this 
committee is, that during Mr. Polk’s administra. 
tion, a Democratic clerk in the Post Office Depart. 
ment was the correspondent of sundry political 
papers, and that he was on that account dismissed 
from office by the Postmaster General. For the 
discovery of this prompt and proper action upon 
the part of a Democratic head of department, we 
are indebted to the labors of a-Whig committee, 
which would doubtless much rather not have 
spread such ,fact upon its record, and which was 
raised for a very different and probably adverse 
purpose. 

A further discovery has been, that Whigs and 
Democrats alike, in 1847, prior to an election, sent 
home voters, citizens of Baltimore, who were tem- 
porarily sojourning here, for the purpose of saving 
their votes! Was it a heinous political sin? |f 
so, both parties appear to have sinned alike. And 
still another discovery is, that prior to the late 
presidential election, Democratic clerks in some of 
the departments voluntarily contributed to a Dem- 
ocratic election fund; and Whigs to a Whig fund; 
and farther, that one Democratic clerk who re- 
fused to contribute to the Democratic fund, was 
turned out of office by the Whig administration 
soon.after it came into power, while others who 
did contribute have doubtless been retained; the 
Whig administration thereby expressing its ap- 

reciation of such contribution. And yet another 
is, that Whig and Democratic committees in this 
District sent Scans to the House folding-room, 
during the recess of Congress, to be prepared for 
distribution. Here again, whatever of wrong ex- 
isted, is chargeable to both parties. The chairman 
made another and important discovery—one for 
which he may feel disposed to apply for letters 
patent; though | doubt not the application will be 
denied, upon the ground of priority of discovery 
by a European. This discovery, in its peculiar 
sphere, is second only to that of a new planet, ora 
new motive power—a discovery which solves a 
long-mooted problem, converts what was theory 
into fact. He discovered, by judicious examina- 
tion of a witness, that a Democratic speaker, at a 
political gathering at Bladensburg, was interrupted 
by—the call to dinner! thereby verifying Byron's 
hypothesis, that ** the dinner bell”’ is the ‘ tocsin 
of the soul;’’ albeit the ** bell’’ in this instance ap- 
pears to have been the stentorian lungs of a voter! 

I will pass now to the report immediately under 
consideration. It bears upon its face no evidence 
of the vote by which it was ordered, or of its au- 
thorship in ittee. If the records of the com- 
mittee ever find thelight, it will be seen that the res- 
olution, with which the report closes, was offered in 
comenitlna iE AgaRIISENS from Virginia,(Mr. Har- 
MOND. t Mr. Ritchie or Mr. Sengstack may 
have done to incur (justly or otherwise} that gen- 
tleman’s ire, I know not, and care not to know— 
perhaps nothing. Lf1 mistake not, however, he was 
represented in the columns of the Union, at some 
period r to the c sional election, as a gay 
young deceiver—more dar 1 perhaps, to the 
gentler sex than to his political foes. If such state- 
ment was made, has the gentleman nursed his 
wrath thereat until this committee him an 


opportunity to wreak it and seek revenge? It 
sea ie he memo 
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when the resolution was adopted. I will not aver 
pat there wes any preconcerted action among the 
Whig members, In accordance with which they 
convened at that particular time, with a view to | 
this particular action. Probably a secret sym- |! 

thy concentrated simultaneously their minds, 
and attracted their persons to the committee-room 
on that morning, without reference to any action 
which was to be had! Democratic members may 
be held excusable, however, foresteeming it some- 
what strange that all the Whig members were so 
conveniently present at that particular meeting, 
when there was but one Democrat to say ‘ nay”’ 
to the resolution. = 

The report charges Mr. Ritchie and Mr. Seng- 
stack with refusing to answer certain interrogatories. || 
it is usual in & court of justice for a witness to be || 
required to swear to “the truth, the whole truth, || 
and nothing but the truth.” The committee de- 
arted from this rule, and required a witness to 
depose to “* the truth and nothing but the truth,” 
but refused to permit him to state **the whole 
troch,” lest it should implicate Whig officehold- 
ers in some disreputable transaction—a catastrophe 
which the Whig portion of the committee reso- 
jutely declared it was not their design to bring 
about—was not the purpose for which the com- 
mittee was appointed. 
could only be permitted to tell the truth in part, || 
declined answering altogether. Mr. Ritchie, in | 
answer to one branch of the inquiries embraced in | 
the resolution ander which the committee was ap- 
pointed, stated generally that he must be excused 
from betraying the correspondents of ‘his paper. || 
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| and the interrogatory, | fancy, was pat at his | 
| (Michigan witness) instigation, for the purpose of 


|| to. blow’? him “‘ sky-high.” 


| party majority (Whig) of the commitiee found || 





He was then asked, ‘* Was the author of the com- 
munication in the Union of September 12, 1848, 
and oficeholder embraced in the resolution of the 
House?” which question he respectfully declined 
answering, for the reason previously given. 

The reference in this interrogatory to the com- 
munication in the Union of September 12, 1848, 
makes such communication a legitimate subject of || 
discussion before the House. i have here the 
Union of that date, (holding it up,) and find some 
half dozen anonymous communications in it. Of 
which of these did the chairman of the committee 
desire the authorship? 1 confess I know not— || 
nor do { believe does any other member of the || 
committee, except the chairman. ft must have 
been an important communication , containing grave 
and weighty matters—charges perhaps of a serious 
character against General Taylor or other prom- 
inent Whig; or else the chairman surely would 
not now esteem it of such preéminent importance 
as to make a refusal to answer a question relative 
to its authorship the subject-matter of a special 
report to the House, asking for its advice in the 
premises, and follow such report with a resolution 
requiring that the recasant be arraigned at the bar 
of the House for trial. 

We will glance at the communications, and see 
which, if any, contains matter entitling it to the 
importance the report has given it. e first is 
upon the subject of the phlet Life of General 
Cass. It is preceded, however, by an editorial, 
stating that it was written by the author of that 
pamphlet. As the chairman and committee knew 
who that author was without asking Mr. Ritchie, 
this of course cannot be the communication re- 
ferred to in the resolution; The next is an article 
upon the subject of the veto; one which any man 


|any farther remarks; his Ouly object being to obtan such 
| gation with which they had been charged, if it wae the desire | J 
| unnoticed. 


| any act of omission or commission. 
| with himon more than one sabject, and among || man’s charge of “swindle,” for evidence of the 


| will never so prejudice me as to induce me to be- 


| who is older, and may well claim to be a better 





would esteem it an infliction to read before elec- 
tion, and which could not have the least import- 
ance after that event. The next is a very harm- 
less and good-natured article, charging General 
Taylor with being a candid old General, of an 
“honest mind,”’ because of his confession in one 
of his letters of his een to perform 
the duties of the Presidency. he next two 
are from abroad—one from Ono and one from Vir- 
ginia—upon the subject mostly of local elections, 
into which it cannot be supposed the chairman 
wishes to inquire. The next and last is headed, 
“Another gun spiked. ‘I'he Michigan witness 
blown skyhigh;”’ and is devoted to refuting charges 
against General Cass. This, | opine, must be the 
communication referred to in the eae My 
reason for so ae is, not that the con- 
tains anything of present, or much of past import- 
ance, but that the ** Michigan witness,” who 
Wes 80 unceremoniously “ blown sxy-high,”’ has 
Since alighted upon terra was in this 
city at a period not very remote from the time at 
which the interrogatory was put to Mr. Ritchie; 








| use) that the investigation was all ‘ tomfoolery;’’ || 
| and they wished it to quietly die, that they might || 
Mr. Sengstack, finding he || 


Sir, whatever the member from Maryland may 
é say of Mr. Ritchie, the triends of the latter gen- 
him toascertain who had taken the liberty | deman—({ claim not to be one of them, having 


enabling 


|| scarcely a speaking acquainiance with him)—his 
None of these communications can have had any || friends can truly claim for him the possession of 


| other than a trivial importance at thé time they || those qualities which constitute the gentiemaa, 
were written, and even that was whoily Jost afier || and which though possessed (as | doubt not they 
election, leaving them unworthy the attention of | are) by the member from Maryland, are not man- 
| the House, or the committee, or any one of its || 
| members. Then why did the chairman (Mr. 
| Sranzy] and his W hig associates attempt to create 


ifested in scurriious personal attacks upon one 
whose years, services, and talent entitle him to 
rank his assailant. 

The honorable member charged that the ‘‘Unien’’ 
was “known to be the lowest sewer of corrup- 
tion’’—"“*a common sewer through which the 
vilest slanders found their way to the public eye.’’ 
No one, who has been long a reader of that paper, 
will believe that so much “ sewer’? matter was 
ever admitted into its columns as is to be found 
in the honorable member's yesterday speech, or 
ever will be admitted while under its present edi- 
torial management. He professed to be acting on 
the defensive in thus speaking of Mr. Ruchie; 
said he was not in the habit of attacking any one; 
and challenged any gentleman to point out a single 
inatance in which he had commenced the attack. 

Let us see, Mr. Speaker, what the facts are in 
| this case, and who was really the first to attack. 
never be called upon for a report in full, in which || | find in his speech of July 16, (last,) which | now 
they would have little to report except their self- |) hold in my hand, that he twice distinctly charges 
stuitification. Hence. this ‘report in part” was |) Mr. Ritchie with a ‘* gross swindle.’’ Is not that 
made, with the full expectation that us wifling || an attack? Does not the gentleman understand 
character would induce the House to lay it upon || the meaning of language? if 1 charge the perpe- 
the table. It might then be very convenient to || tration of a “ gross swindle’? upon a man, is it 
aver that nothing more could be done by the com- |) not a charge which, if substantiated, makes him a 
mittee, as the Hiouse had refused to compel wit- || swindler, a villain, in the estimation of the public ? 
nesses to answer. | It was an attack which no honorable man could 

That such was the true motive dictating the re- || permit to go unrepelled. So much volubility as 
port, | infer further from one of the closing sen- || the gentleman possesses should be accompanied 
tences of the remarks of the chairman, (Mr || with a good memory. He should remember what 
Sran.y,} after sending the report to your desk, || he doessay. ‘ Many a man’s tongue shakes out 
and which sentence | will read: | te master’s undoing.”’ it was an attack, and be- 

« He had no wish to consume the time of the House by || cause replied to in the only manner in which the 
or. Geeneiraps ‘hin, Souk atinek: bine An ebiaep Seen |) assailed could reply—through his paper—the as- 
f e a 3 mh ‘ 
erinn on epee im the further peasécutipn of tye eh. | sailant now lustiiy shouts torth, like another in- 

ured man, whove wrongs are recorded by an 
| English dramatisi— 
} | “He hath wronged me, indeed he hath; at a word he 
hath, believe me; Robert Shallow, erq., saith ie is wronged.’ 


Ruchie’s apoiogist for || 1 seek in vain in this editorial of the Union, 


(holding up the paper,) in answer to the gentie- 





a mountain from such a mole-bill? The House 
and the country have a right to demand an answer 
to this question. As a member of the committee, 
I shall answer it to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. The reason is to be found, not in the com- 
munication itseif, or in any necessity for Knowing, 
or real desire to know its author, but in the nature 
and trifling character of the facts elicited by the 
committee; in the ridiculous position in which the 





self placed by its failure to hunt up a single dis- || 
reputable act against any number of Democratic 
officeholders. They found (in language which |) 
| think the honorabie chairman has been heard to | 













of the House thut ihis investigation should be continued.” 

I cannot permit the yesterday’s remarks of 
the member from ~~ (Mr. Evans} to pass 
lam not Mr. 

I disagree 


others, on the sectional and slavery controversy } paper being a ** sewer through which the vilest 
now pending. But | trust political differences |) slanders find their way.” It isnot here. 1 find 
| the following: 

« Ttoften happens that men are forced to reply to unfound- 
| ed calumny, because it emanates from these who are 
r. : || known to the country; but in the present instance we ara 
man than myself; or to permit such assault by i! foreed to reply to the criticisms of the honorable Alexander 
others to pass unnoticed, when made in connection || Boans, of M for an opposite reason—because he is 
with a subject which it has been my duty to aid | 


come the Billingsgate personal assailant of any one 





not known to the country.’”’ 
in part in investigating, as in this instance. It ill If this introduces the honorable member to the 
becomes any one of the age ofthe gentleman from || public, extends the area of his fame, does it not 
Maryland and myself, who by some fortuitous || rather merit his thanks than the charge of vile 
circumstances may happen to o¢cupy a seat in || slander? The rest of the article appears to be 
Congress, and is indebted perhaps to that for all || devoted to defending the editor from the charge 
of notoriety he possesses, to assail with rancor- || of “swindle,” preferred against him by the honor- 
ous personalities a man mach his senior—a man || able member. 1 am no lawyer, as is well 
who, whatever political errors may be chargeable || known; but wish to call the attention of the House 
to him, has ever borne the character of a good || for a moment’ to the law-portion of the gentie- 
citizen and honorable gentleman; who has for |! tian’s argument, in which he endeavors to con- 
forty years been a leading political editor, giving || vince us that an editor is under legal compulsion 
tone and sentiment to thousands of merit, and || to betray his correspondents. For this purpose 
patriotism, and talent, equal to whatever of those || hé quoted—no! pointed to certain law books upon 
qualities the gentleman from Maryland may pos- || his desk. “he exercise of a very small share of 
sess. It ill becomes any verdant politician, like || the industry and research which the honorable 
him and myself, to assail one who has been the || member possesses, will enable him to refute his 
companion and intimate friend of Jefferson, Madi- || 6wn argument—for it will enable him to find ju- 
son, and Monroe. And any assumption, upon || dicial decisions declaring that a priest is not com- 
our part, of that exalted inence which the 
gentleman from Maryland affected above such a | 
man, will be apt to be charged by the country to | 

| 


pelled to betray the secrets of the confessional, nor 
a physician the ailment of his patient. If refusale 
to answer questions upon the part of the gentle- 
man’s political friends will justify sach a refusal 
in his estimation upon the part of a Democrat, [ 
will call ‘his’ atiention- to two examples. 1 hnd 
| here, in the report of the Galphin committee, (hold- 
**for forty in the’ tion of slander || ing it up,) that a Whig officeholder, a witness be- 
inst all noble and t ul men;” and to inti- || fore the committee, refused to answer questions; 
mate that no gentleman could propound interroga- || and refused, among other things, to betray the cor- 
tories “ to such a man, the answer to which would || respondent of a paper. Whenever a report is 


the arrogance of vanity. It is fully, worse than 
folly, to assail such @ man as **a hoary and vet- 
eran slanderer;’’ to assert of him, as did the gentle- 
man from Maryland, that he had been en 


involve a deeper degree of degradation of charac- || made from another select committee of the House 
ter than that which he has long since brought upon || relative to certain post office charges made against 
himself.” Such langui applied to such a man || a member, it will be found that a Whig editor re- 
can only recoil upon its r’s head, and should || fuses to betray a correspondent of bis paper, and 
burn his cheek, if ** Upon his brow shame is (mot) || a Whig officehoider refused to answer whether 


ashamed to sit.’” he was the euther of a communication in that 
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editor's paper. Do these committees come before 
the House with reports, in part, complaining of 
matters of this trivial character, asking advice, 
arrest of parues, and other legislative steps, at 
an expense of time and money to the country? 
No, sir; they have too much self-respect—too 
much regard for the dignity of the House and the 
bue:ness of the country. When an editor refuses 
to betray a correspondent he but assumes the re- 
sponsibility of the authorship of the article in 
question. This he has a right to do if he so 
pleases, and no man can gainsay the right. In 
this instance I me the editor of the Union 
haa no disposition to shrink from such responsi- 
bility, whenever the honorable chairman of the 
coramitiee (Mr. Srancy] will assess the degree 
of responnibility to be incurred. 

Somewhat was said by the honorable member 
from Maryland of the bribery and corruption in 
connection with the electien funds raised in this 
city. if there was either corruption or bribery in 
raising or using such funds, (of which there is no 
evidence before the committee,) it was common to 
both parties. The funds were raised and used by 
both im a similar manner. If the gentleman is 
really desirous of exposing attempted bribery— 
holding itup to the scorn and condemnation of the 
country, t respectfully direct his attention to an 











































Whig—Truman Smith—an attempt to bribe the 
voters of an entire State, (indiana,) by holding 
out to them a conditional prospect of office—con- 
ditional that they should strengthen the ranks of 
a Whig administration by sending to this House 
Whig members. The bribe was indignantly 
spurned, and @ proper reward meted to him who 
offered it—a people's contempt! if the gentleman 
from Maryland wishes to expose corruption, let 
him turn bis attention to the thousand instances in 
which Democratic postmasters have been turned 
out of office for interfering in elections, and Whigs 
turned in that they might interfere. Among these 
instances | would particularly desire his attention 
to the case of my friend on my ‘left, from Ken- 
tucky, {Mr. Sranton,] who was turned outof a 
post office, and immediately afterwards the office 
flooded by Truman Smith with Whig electioneer- 
ing documents, which of course were to be dis- 
tributed by his Whig successor. 

Mr. STANTON. There was no evidence that 
the postmaser (his successor) connived at this 
mater. 

Mr. FETCH. That makes no difference. They 
were sent by a leader of the Whig party for that 
purpose, and the new appointee knew what was 
expected of him. 

A few words relative to the Democratic portion 
of this committee, and I will occupy the attention 
of the House no longer. We desired and at- 
temnpied to enlarge the powers of the committee, 
that we might examine into the conduct of Whig 
as well as Democratic office-holders. This en- 
largement was refused us. We wished “ the whole 
train?’ to be made public—not a partial and gar- 
bled version of it. We desired, wherever wrong 
existed among officials, to ferret it out without re- 

ard to their politics—to expose it, whether in 
hig or Democrat, to the condemnation of the 
country, that the proper correction could be ap- 
ulied. 
During the delivery of Mr. Fitcn’s remarks— 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, imterposed, and 
asked if the gentleman from Indiana was about to 
take up Mr, Ritchie’s quarrel? 

Mr. FITCH replied, that he had just disavowed 
it. Yet he was willing to. do him justice. He 
would not sit quietly and hear any man, though 
differing with him as a politician, assail him as 
he was assaiied yesterday. 

Mr. EVANS again imerposed, and said, Mr. 
Ritchie was able to defend himself, and that the 
gentieman from Indiana should not indulge in 
personalities towards him, for he would not sub- 
Mit to them, 

Mr. FITCH said, that no threats would induce 
him to forbear saying what it was in order for 
him to say. 

Mr. EVANS said a word in reply, of which 
nothing wae heard by the ter. 

Mr. FITCH said, | cannot hear a word the 
gentieman says. 1 might as well resume my re- 
marks. 

Mr, EVANS again interposed, and asked wheth- 
er, in the allusion Mc. Frrem had made to Mr. 





































attempt at bribery upon the part of a prominent | 


Ritchie being a gentleman, dec., he intended. to 
war that he (Mr. E.) was not a gentleman? 

r. FITCH. Did [ not teil you that I sup- 
posed you were possessed of all the attributes of 
a gentleman ? 


Mr. EVANS said, that the gentleman from In- || could not.therefore take it upon.himself to 


diana had made an attack against him more in the 
way of inuendo than direct charge. But he desired 
to ask that gentleman to say explicitly, whether, in 


any of the remarks which had fallen from him, he || vise the gentleman from Indiana 


desired to make a personal difference with him. 
Mr. FITCH (Mr. Evans yielding for the pur- 





1 


| 
j 


pose) replied, that he had been replying to the re- || 
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| 


marks of the gentleman from Maryland made || 
yesterday. He had heard but a few words of || 


what had fallen from that gentleman this morning. || 


But he disavowed any intention to make any per- 
sonal attack on that gentleman. 
Mr. EVANS (resuming) said, that in that case 


he would go into no further remark on that point. || 


He would only remark, that when a member of | 


this House rises in his place, and indulges himself 
on a question in which he has himself no personal 
interest, but which relates only to a third party, in 
strictures on another member; when he so far steps 
out of the regular course of discussion as to assail 


another member, he does thut which is emphati- | 


cally improper and indefensible. It was a course 
which he had not expected in the gentleman from 
Indiana. And he would now say to that gentleman, 
and in so saying he (Mr. E.) disavowed any design 
to make a personal threat, that he could not permit 
such language to be applied to him. 

The language he had used yesterday in refer- 
ence to Mr. Ritchie may have been harsh. It was 
intended to be so to a certain extent. 
not proper for the gentleman from Indiana to take 
him to task for such expression of his sentiments. 
He would now say, that after the disavowal of the 
een from Indiana, he should not regard what 

ad been said as personal; but he desired to add, 
that if such remarks were repeated here, after his 
avowal that they were offensive, he should con- 
sider them persoral. 

Mr. FITCH. My remarks will be reported. 

Mz. EVANS. In relation to the remarks he 
had made when the question concerning the public 
printing was under discussion here, it was impos- 
sible that they could be understood as having refer- 
ence to Mr. Ritchie alone. They were applicable to 
the whole system under which the public printing 
is executed. He had never contemplated any per- 
sonal attack on Mr. Ritchie. The report of his 
remarks had not been revised by himself, and per- 
haps may have made them a little stronger than 
they were as delivered; and, in a day or two after- 
wards, the Union came out with an assault upon 
him. Now it was not his practice to make attacks 
which were personal in their character, He had, 
at the time, stated that he intended no impeach- 
ment.of the personal character of Mr, Ritchie. He, 
nevertherless, now repeated, that when the report 
of the select commitiee on printing should come 
before the House, all that he had previously as- 
serted would be fully justified. That was what he 
had stated, and it could not be got rid of. 

So much as to Mr, Ritchie and the public print- 
ing. The gentleman from Indiana, who had taken 
it on himself to get up here as the defender of 
Thomas Ritchie —— 

Mr. CARTTER said he desired to ask of the 
Speaker if the morning hour had not expired? 

The SPEAKER replied that it had not, 

Mr. EVANS resumed, The gentleman from 
Indiana had taken a stand which his own sense of 
propriety would not justify. He had done noth- 
ing to call for the attack which had been made on 
him by that gentleman. If the gentleman from 
Indiana had indeed acted under some secret and 
pomere enero a he desired to win the friend- 
ship of the editor of a powerful press by steppin 
forward in his Relabartioes ned ke pie 
justify to himself the course of remarks he had 
adopted. But to him (Mr. E.) the remarks of that 
genuleman appeared to be exceedingly improper 
and entirely uncalled for. And he must tell that 
gentleman again, that he would not suffer such re- 
marks to be repeated to him. 

The gentleman from Indiana, as he understood 
him, had disclaimed any intention of acting in a 
manner which could be regarded as personal to 
him. He had, in the progress of the debate, asked 
the gentleman if he intended, by his inuendo that 
he (Mr. E.) was no gentleman, and that he, had 


But it waa || 
| the ground that there was, by courtesy, a confiden- 





| 


1 


| pers. 
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acted the part of a slanderer, to cast an 
imputation on him. The gentleman from Indi 
made no reply... He had put the question to - 
again when he concluded; and he had then ea 
stuod him to disclaim any such intention. i 
IMagine 
that such language had been used at al), 
a dispute of this kind between Thomas petit 
and himself should hereafter oceur, he would ad. 
to } 
Ritchie to take care of himself. Mr. Ritchie (i 
great €xperience in these matters, and understands 
Pretty well how to.act in his own defence, Ty, 
was little doubt that Mr. Ritchie would reply | 
what he had said concerning him, and would fg 
him trouble enough. It was not necessary that 
any member on this floor should volunteer a ¢¢. 
fence of him and his journal. And he thous) 
that a sense of discretion, of the courtesy which 
ought to be cherished between members of 14), 
House, ought to prevent them from assailing each 
other in this way. . 
Mr. SCHENCK said, he had no desire to jo. 
tain the committee; but unless some other membe; 
of the committee proposed to address the Hou 
he deemed it necessary that he should saya an 
words. A committee had been appointed by his 
House, and among other things which it was mad. 
the duty of the committee to inquire into was, ag i 
who were the correspondents of certain néwape. 
Mr. Ritchie was summoned, and required 
to give evidence before the committee; and beins 
asked as to whether any persons who contribute; 






Y Personal 


| matter.for publication in the columns of the Union 


were connected with the pyblic departments of this 
Government, he refused to answer the inquiry, on 


tial connection existing between the editors and 


| ontributors of newspapers which forbade him wo 


reply to the interrogatory. This was the reason 
that he had assigned; and the committee had re- 
ported that fact, and desired the order of the House 
thereupon. They desired to know whether this 
refusal was sanctioned by the Hoéuse—whether ihe 
House would back out from the inquiry, and 
whether Mr. Ritchie, as a witness, might at his 
pleasure refuse to answer the question that was 
put to him, or whether the House would use its 
power to compel him to answer? 

Mr. EVANS (interposing, and the floor being 
temporarily yielded) said, he desired merely to 
make an inquiry of the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Firen.} From what gentlemen around hin 
said, he was led to believe that he had misunder- 
stood a remark of the gentleman. He would ask 
the gentleman from {ndiana for his atiention fora 
moment. 

Mr. INGE objected. It was not in order, he 
said, for the gentleman, another member being 
in possession of the floor, to make any such in- 
quiry. 

Mr. EVANS. Cannot the gentleman yield the 
floor for this pur ? 

The SPEAKER, The floor can only be yielded 
for a personal explanation, and not for the pur- 
pose of propounding an inquiry, 

Mr. STRONG inquired if the morning hour had 
expired ? 

_The SPEAKER replied, that it had not yet ex- 


pired. 

Mr. McCLERNAND, (to the Speaker.) Can- 
not the gentleman proceed, if it be the sense of ihe 
House that he have permission to proceed ? 

The SPEAKER. If no objection be maie the 
gentleman can pr . 

Mr. INGE inquired if it did not require unani- 
mous consent? __ 

The SPEAKER said, that the Chair understood 
the gentleman from Obio as yielding the floor for 
a personal explanation. The gentleman from 
Maryland must confine himself to such explana- 
tion, 

Mr. EVANS (resuming) said, that when be 
was addressing the House a little while ago, 

other things he had asked the gentleman 
from indiana whether, in what he liad said, he had 
intended any personal offence to him; and he had 
understood the gentieman to say that he had not. 
He was at the time glad to hear the disavowal of the 
gentleman, and was satis with it. Immediately 
afterwards, however, as he was informed by genitie- 
men around him, the from [ndiana, on 


turning away, was u to say, that the 
gentlemen from, Margland, might, if he chow, 
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woaider his remarks as offensive. He desired 


vee SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio is 
entitled to the floor. 


Mr. 


i 
' 





table, to be taken up in their turn. 
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Where the || 
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—————————— 


Mr. McLANE. Under what clause of the 


House has ordered the bill to a third reading, the || rule? 


question arises, when shail the bill have its third 


: 
; 
Ht 


: : : ; | reading? A majority can order it to a third read- || 
FITCH (interposing) said, the informant || ing immediately, if it is engrossed, If it is not | lates to * engrossed bills and bills from the Senate 


Mr. THOMPSON. Under the 4th clause. 
Mr.McLANE. Notatall. The 4th clause re- 


of the gentleman from Maryland is mistaken. I || engrossed, it cannot be read a third time should ob- || on their reading.” This bill is not on its third read- 
|| ing—not until itis ordered by the House to be read 


ooly said that my remarks would be reported. 


iad already disclaimed personal attack, and said 


ing further in rd to it. 
wahing SCHENCK resumed the floor. Hie re- 
marks were but imperfectly heard by the reporter. 
He was understood to say, that the question raised 
by the report which had been submitted by the 
committee, was @ question for the House as a 
court of justice to decide. caste 

Mr. McDONALD (interposing) inquired of the 
Speaker if the morning hour had expired? 

The SPEAKER replied that it had. 

Mr. McDONALD then moved that the House 
neoceed to the consideration of business on the 
§ eaker’s table. 

The motion having been agreed to, the House 
roceeded to the consideration of business on the 
Speaker’s table. 

THE TEXAS BOUNDARY. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness to be the bill from the Senate proposing to 
the State of Texas the establishment of her north- 
ery and western boundaries, the relinquishment by 
the said State of all territory claimed by her ex- 
prior to said boundaries, and of all her claim upon 
the United States, 

And the pending question was on the amend- 
meot offered yesterday by the.gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Boyp.] ~ 

Mr. BOYD took the floor, 4 

Mr. MEADE, I rise toa point of order. 1 
understood the Speaker to announce that the un- 
fnished business was the consideration of the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Boy. 

The SPEAKER requested the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Meape] to suspend his remarks 
until order had been restored in the Hall. 

After a pause— 

Mr. MEADE proceeded. My point of order 
is made under the 27th rule of the House. Unitil 
| read the rule this morning, I supposed the first 
business in order would be the amendment of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Boyp.] Bat I 
find, on reading the rule, that afier the expiration 
of the morning hour, the following provision is 
made in the third clause: 

“Bills and resolutions from the Senate on their first and 
second reading, shall be referred to committees, and put 
under way; but if, on being read a second time, no motion 
be made to commit, they are to be ordered to their third 
reading, unless objection be made; in which case, if not 
otherwise ordered by a majority of the House, they are to 
be laid on the table in the general file of bills on the 
Speaker’s table, to be taken up in their turn.’ , 

| understand that this bill is now on its third 
reading. That being the case, the rule requires 
that this bill shall be laid upon the Speaker’s 
table in the general file of bills to be taken up in 
their turn. I submit that the rule is Raed 
that the bill, unless otherwise ordered by a ma- 
jority of the House, shall be laid upon the Speak- 
er’s table and taken up in the order of business— 
the order of business being certainly behind bills 
and resolutions from the Senate on their first and 
second reading. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Meape] sabmita as a point of order 
under the twenty-seventh rule, that the bill now 
before the House does not come ~ at this time, 
but mast take its place among the bills provided 
for in the third clause of that rule, where they 
have been ordered to a third reading. The Chair 
overrules the point of order, and states that this 
bill is in order as the first business on the Speaker’s 
table, on the ground that it was the unfinished 
business at the time the House passed from the 
consideration of business on the Speaker’s table 
y adjournment. If the gentleman from Virginia 
will examine the rule which he has read, he will 
find that it provides for the reference of bills and 
for ordering them to a third reading, and where 
bills have been read a second time, and no motion 
is made to commit, they are to be ordered w a 
third reading, unless objection be made; m which 
case (that is to say, where they are ordered to a 
third reading, and where it is not otherwise 
ordered by the House,) they are to be laid on-the 

table ia the general file of on the Speaker’s 


| 


| 








| || jection be made. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said: On yes- || a third time, does it come under the 4th clause. 
| terday I examined this question now raised by the |, 


and as | oissent from the decision of the Chair, | 
feel constrained to appeal from that decision. 
Some time since we had under consideration a 


bill from the Senate, granting alternate sections of | 
land to the railroad from Mobile by Cairo to Chi- |, 


| cago; that bill has been read a second time, an 


amendment was offered and is now pending, the 
previous question was also moved; at this stage of 
the bill the House passed to other business. With- 
outa close examination, | had supposed this bill 
would be the first in order when we reached the 
business on the Speaker’s table. But under the 


| 27th rule, under your decision, this bill was made 


to yield a preference to Senate bills on their first 
and second reading, and | became convinced, on 
inquiry, that this arrangement was correct. 

The language of the rule is distinct and intelli- 
gible; the 3d class of business is “ Bills and reso- 
lutions from the Senate, on their first and second 
reading, that they be referred to committees and *put 
under way. But if on being read a second time, 
no motion be made to commit, they are to be or- 


dered to their third reading, unless objection be | 


made. 
a majority of the House, they are to be laid on 
the table in the general file of bills on the Speaker’s 
table, to be taken in their turn.”’ 
Senate bill; it was taken up and read the first and 
second time; no motion was made to commit; the 
question is now upon ordering it to its third reading, 
and objection is made. 
templated oY the rules is now before ua, which re- 
quires it to be laid on the table in the general file 
of bills, unless the majority of the House has 


In which case, if not otherwise ordered by | 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (the floor 


| gentleman from Virginia, and decided by the Chair; || being yielded) wished to call the attention of the 
1} 
|| of the rule: ** but if, on being read a second time, 


genueman from Maryland. to the exact wording 


/*no motion be made to commit, they are ordered 


‘to athird reading unless objection be made; in 
‘which case, if not otherwise ordered by a ma- 
‘jority of the House, they are to be laid on the 
‘table in the general file of bills on the Speaker's 
‘table, to be taken up in their turn.” The rule 
makes no difference between the second and third 


| reading. 


Mr. McLANE. The gentleman from Missis- 
sippi cannot escape the phraseology of this 3d 


| clause: *‘but if, on being read a second time, no 


| *motion be made to commit, they are to be ordered 
|| *to their third reading, unless objection is made;”’ 
|} and then follows the 4th clause, which relates to 
|| bills which have thus been ordered to a third read- 
1 ing. I submit it is indispensable that there should 
|| be an order for the third reading, and the gentle- 


Now, this is a | 


| 
| 


| 


‘The precise case con- | 


otherwise ordered. Now, we all know it has | 


not been otherwise ordered—the House has taken 


no order about it; and however willing | may be | 
to proceed with this business—indeed {| want the | 
issue to come, but in order to effect this I will not | 


do violence to the rules. 
The 4th class of bills is ** Engrossed bills and 
bills from the Senate on their third reading.”’ This 


is, in my opinion, abill from the Senate on the third | 
reading, and should take its proper place on the | 


Speaker’s table. 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. The gentleman 


from Mississippi is certainly wrong in supposing | 


that the practice stated by him has been the uni- 
form practice of the House. So far as this session 


| ia concerned, the only case similar to this which 


has arisen, has been treated precisely in the man- 
ner in which it is proposed to treat this Senate 
bill; and I submit, that if any other course is taken 
than that suggested by the Chair, there is no place 
at all provided under the 27th rule where this bill 
can go. Now, if thegentleman from Virginia will 
read the third clause of the 27th rule, he will find 
that when Senate bills come in upon their second 
reading, and are read a second time, if no motion 
is made to commit them, the bills are in position to 
be ordered toathird reading. Now, no motion to 
commit was made, and the question is, shall the 
bill be ordered to a third reading. And until the 
question is taken, the 27th rule could not execute 
itself upon the bill. This rule provided, that if no 
motion was made to commit the bill, the question 
necessarily presented itself, Shall the bill be read 
athird tine? No motion to commit was made, 
and the question being on ordering the bill to a 


i 
| 
| 


’ 








man from Kentucky [Mr. Borp] proposes to have 
it amended, before he is willing to have it read a 
third time. Unless so amended he is opposed to 
the third reading—the case is clear. 

Mr. JONES. I wish to inquire of the Chair if 
this is a debatable question ? 1s it not a question 
of the priority of business? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would probably 
have considered it a question relating to the prior- 
ity of business. But it is an important question, 
and the Chair was inclined to indulgé debate. The 
point of order, however, being made, he feels com- 
pelled to arrest the discussion. 

Mr. ASHMUN. Believing that all this debate 
is unnecessary, | move to lay the appeal on the tabie. 

The SPEAKER announced the question upon 
the motion of Mr. Asumun; and said he would 


| state to the gentleman from Mississippi,and to the 


House in reference to the bill from the Senate io 
which the gentleman referred, granting lands to the 


|| Mobile and Chicago Railroad, that that bill did 


not stand in the same condition as the bill now 


| under consideration, as the gentleman from Misasis- 
| sippi conceived, 
| his recollection of the facts, the Chair would rule 


If the gentleman was correct in 


that that bill would have priority over any other 
business upon the Speuaker’s table, and would 
come up as this bill did. But there was this differ- 


| ence in the state of facts: the bill now before the 


House was taken up as business on the Speaker's 


| table, and ordered to its first and second reading, 
| and the question being upon ordering it to a third 
| reading, the House adjourned—leaving it the first 


business on the Speaker’s table. But the biil re- 
ferred to by the gentleman from Mississippi was 
taken up as business on the Speaker’s table, it is 
true, and was read a first and second time,and then 
referred to one of the standing committees of the 
House, by which committee it was reported back, 
and brought before the House and considered as 
morning hour business, and no motion being made 
to commit it, the House passed to other business, 
and the bill went upon the Speaker's table in that 
class of business to which it belongs. 
Mr. MEADE. I rise for the purpose of un- 
derstanding—— 
Mr. ASHMUN called the gentleman to order. 
Mr. MEADE. I rise for the purpose of obtain- 
information. 
The SPEAKER stated that remarks were out 


in 


third reading, it was the parliamentary right of a || of order. 


member to move an amendment. 


The gentleman || 


Mr. MEADE, (still retaining the floor.) I want 


from Kentucky (Mr. Born) obtained the floor, and | to know what we are voting upon. I want to know 
did move an amendment; and he submitted that | in what condition this bill is. It has been’ read 


the gentleman from Kentucky was rightfully enti- | twice; is it u 
tled to the floor, and that his. amendment was the || 
question first in order. No other course could be |, 
But the argument submitted by the gen- | 


taken. : 
tleman from Mississippi would leave this bill alto- 


n the third reading or not? 

Mr. ASHMUN ‘again interposed, to call the 
gentleman from Virginia to order. 

The SPEAKER said the bill was upon iis third 


| reading. The question was, first, on the amend- 


gether out of the rule. He submited io the gen- || ments: if no amendments had been offered, the 
tleman, what would become of the bill which had || question would be directly upon ordering the bil! 
been read a second time, and upon which no mo- || to a third reading. 


tion was made to commit? 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. It will go 


upon the Speaker’s table as a matter of course, 


Mr. MEADE. Then do | understand that the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky has 


) the effert of an objection to the third reading? 





an 


Ci te Ena A 


ae 


ia Re 
a ally 
nt Pa We 
4 ra 

a 7 mr re 


1696 


a eS 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The SPEAKER. Not, at all, The question | that. have a prior right to move to commit this 


upon the amendment must be disposed of before | bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the question upon ordering ‘he bill toa third read- | the 


ing can be taken. 
‘Mr. MEADE again, addressed the, Chair, and 
was sgain called to order by Mr. Asumun. 


ih 
; 


Tne SPEAKER, (to Mr, Meave )_ This con- | 


versation is outof order. Remarks are objected to. 

Mr. MEADE, From that decision | take an 
appeal. 

The SPEAKER, From what decision? 

Mr, MEADE, From the decision that I am 
out of order in inquiring of the Speaker as to the 
precise state of the question now before the House. 

The SPEAKER. One appeal is pending, and it 
is not in order to make another unul the first shall 
have been disposed of. 

Mr MEADE. was understood (though very 


doubtfully heard) to say that that decision deprived | 


him of his rights. 


The SPEAKER (also very doubtfully heard, | 
for the reason that he turned away from the re- | 
porter) was understood to say, that because but | 
one appeal could be entertained the Chair was uni- 
formly disposed to indulge gentlemen in similar | 


circumstances, and was extremely reluctant to 
enforce the rule which prohibited debate; but ob- 


jection being made by the gentleman frem Mas- | 
sachusetia and others, the Chair had been com- H 


pelled to arrest the gentleman’s remarks. 
The gentleman from Mississippi (the Speaker 
edded, had submitted the point of order, that this 


|| vidual who obtains the floor. 


} 
| 


| 
| 


| 


lc 


} 


| 
| 


Union. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules. the 
point of order made by the gentleman from South 
arolina. The provision of the rule is as follows: 
** But if, on being read a second time, no motion 
be made to commit, they are ordered tv their third 
reading, unless objection be made,”’ Inthe opinion 
of the Chair, the motion—whether.to commit or 
to amend, is dependent upon the will of the. indi- 
This provision of 
the rule, as the Chair understands it, does not 
necessarily require that the floor shall be given to 


|| any member who may desire to make the motion 


bill did not come up as unfinished business upon || 
the Speaker’s table: the Chair had overruled the | 
pein of order for the reasons he had stated to the || 


iouse; from this decision 
Virginia had taken an appeai, an 
from Massachusetts had moved to lay the appeal 


the a pease from | 
the gentleman || 


on the table. The question was first, Shall the ap- | 


peal be laid upon the table? 

Mr. MEADE, || ask the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER propounded the question upon 
ordering the yeas and nays. 

The question being taken, 

The SPEAKER siated that but twenty-one gen- 
tlemen had risen in the affirmative—not a sufficient 
number, 

Mr. MEADE asked for tellers on ordering the 
yeas and nays. 

Tellera were ordered, and Mr. Fearueasron 
and Mr. Tuck were appointed. 

The question was again taken, and the tellers 
reported ayes 23, noes 106. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question, Shall the appeal be laid on the 


table? was taken, and decided in the affirmative, | 


without a division, 

Mr. MEADE addressed the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentieman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Bovp] is entitled to the floor upon the 
amendment which he has offered. 

Mr, MEADE said a word, which was entirely 
lost to the reporter, 

The SPEAKER (in reply) said, the question 
wos first upon agreeing to the amendment, 

Mr. BOYD rose to address the Speaker. 


| delay. 





to commit, but simply directs the Chair how to 
proceed provided no motion at all be made. It 


| points out the mode in which the bill shall pro- 


ceed through its various stages afier its first and 


|| second reading provided no motion intervene. _ If 


the gentleman from Kentucky, the gentleman from 
South Carolina, or any other member, had. made 


| no motion on the subject, the rule provides that 


the Chair shall propound the question—upon 
ordering the bill to.a third reading. That is the 
construction placed upon the rule by the Chair: 
in his opinion, it does not require the floor to be 
given to the gentleman from South Carolina after 
the gentleman from Kentucky has taken it and 
while he is upon the floor. 

Mr. BURT. | must appeal from the decision of 
the Chair—-and | beg the House distinctly to un- 
derstand that | do not do it with any purpose of 
I am in favor of committing this bill; and 
I beg the House to remember this—I will not say 
that it is the case here—but | will say that the 
Speen of the House might know that a member 
of the House might desire to move an amendment 
which would cut off, according to the decision of 
the Chair, the prior rightto commit the bill. The 


|| Speaker might recognize that member as entitled 


to the floor, and unless the right to move to com- 
mit the bill be recognized as a prior right, asa 


|| paramount right, that motion never can be made. 


Mr. BURT rose simultaneously, and said: I | 


claim ihe floor from the gentleman from Kentucky. 
1 do not know that the motion | propose to make 
is of a privileged nature, but I think that the Chair 
yesterday was in error in holding that, as the gen- 
Ueman from Kentucky was upon the floor to move 
an amendment, it was not in order for me to move 
to commit the bill. The rule which has just been 
read, as the House will remember, ie in these 
words, or so much of it as relates to the point 
which i make: ** But if, on being read a second 
time, no meson be made to commit, they are to 
be ordered to their third reading, unless objection 
be made.”” My point is, that, before the gentle- 
man from Kentucky can move an amendment to 
the bill, [ have the right to move to commit it to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and I put.it upon the explicit language of 
the rule itself, Besides that, it is very obvious 
that if | eould not rule the rom Ken- 
tucky off the floor for the purpose of moving to 
commit the bill, the motion to commit the bill never 
could be made; the genth man has the right yhen 
he offers his amendment, and makes such remarks 
as he may choose to offer respecting it, imme- 
diately to move the previous question, which you 
know would cut off the right to move to commit 
the bill, J submit, therefore, aa a point of order, 


Rene Haralson; Harlan, isham G. Harris, Ha 


George G. King, James G. King, Joha A. Ki ‘La’ Sere. 
on rge ; ; ngy : ? 


The question being, Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the House? 

Mr, PHELPS said he desired to understand the 
question now propounded to the Hoouse—and he 
therefore inquired whether the motion which. the 
gentleman from South Carolina desired to make 
was a motion to commit or not? 

The SPEAKER replied, that thegentleman from 
South Carolina had risen and, avowing his.inten- 
tion to move to commit the bill, claimed the floor 
upon the ground that he was entitled to’make that 
motion, although the gentleman from Kentucky 
had previously obtained the floor and moved an 
amendment and had not relinquished the floor. 

Mr. BURT. If the Speaker will allow me, 1 
desire to say this—— 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Pue.ps.) Does the 
gentleman from Missouri yield the floor? 

Mr. PHELPS replied affirmatively. 

Mr. BURT. 1 say | rose and claimed the floor 
te move to commit the bill; that is my. purpose. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understood it. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire further to know, if the 
motion to commit is made pending the motion.to 
amend, whether the motion to commit will not 
have the precedence ? 

TheSPEAKER. The motionto commit, when 
received, has precedence over the motion to amend. 

Mr. ASHMUN. I move to lay the appeal on 
the table. 

Mr. BURT. I ask the yeas and nays. I desire 
to see how fur this arrangement will go. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question, “‘ Shall the decision of ‘the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House?’ was then 
taken, and resulted—yeas 154, nays 54; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Baker, Bay, Beale, Bissell, Bokee, Bowie, Boyd, Breck, 
Briggs, Brooks, William J, Brown, Buel, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, Thomas B. Butler, B.C. Cabell, Joseph Cable, G. A. 
Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Carteer, 
Casey, Crandier, man, W. R. W. Cobb, Cole, Corwin, 
Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, 
Dunham, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewing, 
Fitch, Freedley, Fuller, Gentry, Gerr’, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Gould, Green, Grinnen, Hall, Hamilton, Hanimond, Hamp- 


Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, H a , 
d, Hunter, — W. Jackson, Wiil am T. J : 


H 
Howar 
Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, Jones, Kaufinan 


Joy Mann, Marshall, 
nand, MeDonald, McDowell, Mcé 


Matteson, MeCler- 
MeKinsoek, Mo- 
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Lanahan, Robert M. McLane, Finis E. Mel ean 

Meacham, Moore Morehead, Moron, Noga é 

Oeie, oss Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Parker, Peasien, 
Denix, riiman, Poller, Re » i 

inson, Rockwell, those Wee ie : . 

Schermerhorn, Stepperd, Silvester, 

son, Strong, Sweetser, Taylor, 

James Thompson, Joh 

Tuck, Underhill, | 

Watkins, Wellborn, Wentworth, W 


ea, W 


bite, Whittlese - 
drick, Witlinmns, Wilson, Wood, and Young—isq 2? 
NAYS—Mesers. Alexander, Allen, Ashe, Ave) 
nett, Bingham, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert 
dingt, Gott Hallo 
. Oway, Sam ? 
rd Bae 


Burt, Coleock, Daniel, Di G. Brow, 
Featherston, Fowler, Giddi 
W. Harris, Holmes, Howe Habba Inge, Robert w 
son, Julian, Preston King, Horace Mann, Ma-on, Meg on. 
Me Willie, Meade, Millson, Morris, Morse, Orr, Peck pe 
ell, Putnam, Root, Sackett, Savage, Seddon, Spania 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus 9,” 
vens, Venable, Wallace, Wilmot, and Woodward—ju, - 
So the decision of the Chair was affirmed, 
Mr. BOYD then resumed the floor. Th 
ment, he said, which | had the honor to a 
yesterday, has been printed in the Congressions 
Globe, and is now upon the table of every member 
of this House. In various other forms the bill and 
the amendment, in all their important featy 
have been printed, and have doubtless been a 
considered by all of us. I do not propose, there. 
fore, because I regard it as entirely unnecessary 
to take up the time of the House in examinin the 
character of the amendment or of the bill. Hay. 
ing taken no part in the very long and able digeys. 
sions which we have had upon the general questioy 
of slavery, as connected with the Territories ac 
quired from Mexico, | did intend, when I firs, 
introduced this amendment, to examine at son, 
length the propositions embraced in it, as well 4s 
those contained in the bill. But, upon mature re. 
flection, | have determined to waive my intention: 
to forego the purpose of addressing the House a 
any length upon the question which now engrosses 
its consideration. Sir, the path is beaten. W, 
have all investigated each and every Proposition 
contained either in the bill or in the amendmen, 
i say that we know—all of us know—what these 
propositions are; and [ take it for granted tha 
every member of this House is as well prepared 
this moment as. he will be next week, or pext 
year, to say how he will vote in relation to these 
propositions, Everything we do—every move 
ment that we make in relation to the delicate and 
important questions involved in the propositions 
before us, has a consequence in it of the gravest 
concern. It has become a matter of importance 
whether we shall consider the bills in a connected 
or ina separate form. There are various opin- 
ions, and various degrees of feeling exhibited in 
relation to them. Before I offered my amend- 
ment, having avowed my intention to do »0, 
{ was approached onthe one side and on the 
other; and the opinions which I have heard have 
been so variant and so conflicting, that | am left 
very much in doubt what it is my duty to do in 
relation to this amendment, _We_ have had, in 
another branch of this Capitol, a measure which 
has been called the omnibus. Piece by piece it 
broke down; and there are many gentlemen here 
who are unwilling, after it shall have been coopered 
up, to take passage in it. There are many genile- 
men who think that every measure sent to us from 
the Senate may be passed through this House if 
the vote shall be taken singly upon. them... Other 
gentlemen think that it is impossible to come to any 
settlement of the question, unless the California 
and other bille shall be connected together, s0 
as to help each other on... For my own part, | 
avow what my object is in offering this amend- 
ment. Itisto test the sense of the House in relation 
to the establishment of territorial governments 
upon non-intervention principle, 1 believe 
pens as | have always palenes before I ary oe 
and since, in every stage o of t 
bills through this and the other branchof ¢ 
ho ae en is the Pemcielts onded in fact 
only principle w it wou possi 
ble for this Congrems to b ihe 


tious blir to be 00; aod gear Oey 
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